
Adult & Continuing 
Education Acronym Guide

Guide des acronymes de 
l’éducation des adultes et 
l’éducation permanente

CESBA (The Ontario Association of Adult and Continuing 
Education School Board Administrators) is a provincial non-
profit professional association that represents, advocates for 
and supports adult and continuing education (A&CE) program 
staff working in school boards across Ontario.

CESBA (nom complet : Ontario Association of Adult and 
Continuing Education School Board Administrators) est une 
association professionnelle provinciale sans but lucratif qui 
représente, défend et soutient le personnel des programmes 
d’éducation des adultes et d’éducation permanente (ÉAÉP) 
travaillant dans les conseils scolaires en Ontario.

This guide is provided by CESBA’s Get SET program to help 
you navigate a variety of acronyms often used in adult and 
continuing education with confidence and ease.

Ce guide est offert par le programme parcours Réussite de 
CESBA pour vous aider à naviguer, avec confiance et aisance, 
parmi une variété d’acronymes fréquemment utilisés en 
éducation des adultes et éducation permanente.



Acronyms and Terms – 
Adult and Continuing Education
We have done our best to keep this guide current as of its publication date, but 
some terms may change. 

Printed October 2026.

A, B

C, D

English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

A&CE Adult and continuing education ÉAÉP Éducation des adultes et l’éducation permanente

AAP Adjustment Advisory Program none Programme d'adaptation de la main-d'œuvre

ACE Academic Career Entrance ACE Accès carrières études

ACFO Association Canadienne-Française de l’Ontario ACFO Association canadienne-française de l’Ontario

ADE Average Daily Enrolment EQM Effectif quotidien moyen

AIF Apprenticeship Innovation Fund FIA Fonds d'innovation en apprentissage

AGE Advanced Gerontological Education FGA Formation gerontologique avancee

AU Academic Upgrading none none

BEGIN Bridging Educational Grant in Nursing Programme BEGIN Initiative de subventions pour la formation relais 
en soins infirmiers

English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

CAATs Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology CAAT Collèges d'arts appliqués et de technologie

CACCE Canadian Association of Continuing Care Educators ACEC Association Canadienne des éducateurs en soins 
continus

CAEC Canadian Adult Education Credential (Formerly GED) CCEA Certificat canadien d’éducation des adultes

CAI Computer Assisted Instruction EAO Enseignement assisté par ordinateur

CAIS Canadian Accredited Independent Schools none none

CALTC Canadian Association of Long Term Care ACSLD Association Canadienne de soins de longue duree

Acronymes et termes – 
Éducation des adultes et l’éducation permanente 

Nous avons fait de notre mieux pour que ce guide soit à jour à la date de sa 
publication, mais certains termes peuvent changer.

Imprimé en octobre 2026.



C, D
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

CAMERA Communication and Math Employment Readiness 
Assessment

none Système de préparation à l’emploi par l’évaluation 
des compétences en communications et en 
mathématiques

CaMS Case Management System SGC Système de gestion des cas

CAPS-I Canadian Association of Public Schools - 
International

ACEP-I Association canadienne des écoles publiques - 
International

CBIE Canadian Bureau for International Education BCEI Bureau canadien de l'éducation internationale

CCAF Catholic Children's Aid Foundation none none

CCLB Centre for Canadian Language Benchmarks CNCLC Centre des niveaux de competence linguistique 
canadiens

None None CDÉACF Centre de documentation sur l'éducation des 
adultes et la condition féminine

CESBA Ontario Association of Adult and Continuing 
Education School Board Administrators

CESBA none

CICIC Canadian Information Centre for International 
Credentials

CICDI Centre d'information canadien sur les diplômes 
internationaux

CLARS Coordinated Language Assessment and Referral 
System

SCERL Système coordonné d’évaluation et de référence 
linguistique

CLB Canadian Language Benchmarks NCLC Niveaux de compétence linguistique canadiens

CLB-OSA Canadian Language Benchmarks - Online Self-
Assessment

NCLC-AEL Niveaux de compétence linguistique canadiens - 
Autoévaluation en ligne

CLBPT Canadian Language Benchmarks Placement Test NCLC Test de niveaux de compétence linguistique 
canadiens

CLO Community Literacy of Ontario none none

CLRI Ontario Centres for Learning, Research and 
Innovation in Long-Term Care

CARI Centres d’apprentissage, de recherche et 
d’innovation pour les foyers de soins de longue 
durée de l’Ontario

CM Child Minding none Garde d’enfants

CMAS Childminding Monitoring, Advisory and Support none none

CNC Care for Newcomer Children  
(Through the LINC program)

GENA Garde des enfants nouveaux arrivants

CNIB Canadian National Institute for the Blind INCA Institut national canadien pour les aveugles



C, D
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

CNOLC Council of the Network of Official Languages 
Champions

CRCLO Conseil du Réseau des champions des langues 
officielles

CO Colleges Ontario CO Collèges Ontario

Co-op Co-operative Education Co-op Éducation cooperative

CODE Council of Ontario Directors of Education CODE Conseil ontarien des directions de l'éducation

None None COFA Coalition ontarienne de formation des adultes

COIA Canada Ontario Immigration Agreement ACOI Accord Canada-Ontario sur L’immigration

CR Credit none Crédit

CSC College Sector Committee for Adult Upgrading none none

E
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

EA Educational Assistant AE Aide-enseignante/aide-enseignant

EAP English for Academic Purposes none none

ECE Early Childhood Educator EPE Éducatrice/Éducateur de la petite enfance

ECEA Early Childhood Educator Assistant AEPE Aides-éducatrices/aides-éducateurs de la petite 
enfance

EDSC Employment and Social Development Canada EDSC Emploi et Développement social Canada

EDU Ministry of Education (Ontario)
(See also MOE)

MEO Ministère de l’Éducation de l’Ontario

EI Employment Insurance AE Assurance-emploi

ELL English Language Learner none none

ELT Enhanced Language Training CLNA Cours de langue de niveau avancé

ELTPA Enhanced Language Training Placement Assessment Évaluation CLNA Évaluation de placement des cours de langue de 
niveau avancé

EO Employment Ontario EO Emploi Ontario

EOIS Employment Ontario Information System SIEO Système d'information d'Emploi Ontario

EOP Element of Performance none Élement de performance



E
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

EOPG Employment Ontario Partners’ Gateway EPEO Espace Partenaires Emploi Ontario

EQV Equivalent EQV Équivalences

ERGO ESL-ESD Resource Group of Ontario none none

ERT Employment Readiness Training FPE Formation préparatoire à l'emploi

ES Essential Skills none Compétences essentielles

ESDC Employment Standards Development Committee CENE Comité d’élaboration des normes pour l’emploi

ESDC Employment and Social Development Canada EDSC Emploi et Développement social Canada

ESL English as a Second Language ALS Anglais langue seconde

ESP English for Special Purposes / English for Specific 
Purposes

none none

ESS Essential Employability Skills none Résultats d’apprentissage relatifs à l’employabilité

ESU Essential Skills Upgrading none Mise à niveau de compétences essentielles

EWP English in the Workplace none none

F
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

FAST Foundational Assessment for Skilled Trades
Formerly EARAT (Evaluating Academic Readiness for
Apprenticeship Training)

none none
Formerly EPSFA (Évaluation de la préparation scolaire 
pour la formation en apprentissage)

None None FORA Centre franco-ontarien de ressources en 
alphabétisation

FSL French as a Second Language FLS Français langue seconde

FTE Full Time Equivalent ETP Équivalent à temps plein

G
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

GED General Education Development 
(No longer offered. Replaced by CAEC.)

GED Certificat d'équivalence d'études secondaires

Get SET Get SET (Skills, Education and Training) none parcours Réussite en education et au travail 
(parcours Réussite)



H
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

HCA Health Care Aide AS Aide-soignante / Aide-soignant

HCCSS Home and Community Care Support Services SSDMC Services de Soutien à Domicile et en Milieu 
Communautaire

HEQCO Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario COQES Conseil ontarien de la qualité de l’enseignement 
supérieur

HFO HealthForceOntario	 PSO ProfessionsSantéOntario

HSCPOA Health and Supportive Care Providers Oversight 
Authority

OSFSSS Office de surveillance des fournisseurs de soins de 
santé et de soutien

HSW Home Support Worker AFD Aide familial à domicile

HS1 Circular High School 1
(secondary school policy in place from 1974-1984)

H.S.1 Circulaire H.S.1
(la politique des écoles secondaires, de 1974 à 1984)

I, J, K
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

ICAMS Immigration-Contribution Accountability 
Measurement System

SMRPI Système de mesure pour la reddition de comptes 
concernant les programmes de contributions de 
l’immigration

ICAS International Credit Assessment Service of Canada ICAS Service canadien d’évaluation des documents 
scolaires internationaux

IE International Education ÉI Éducation internationale

IEC Indigenous Educational Councils CEA Conseils de l’éducation autochtone

IELTS International English Language Testing System none Système d'évaluation en langue anglaise 
internationale

IILE International and Indigenous Languages Elementary PLIA Programme de langues internationales et 
autochtones

ILC TVO Independent Learning Centre 
(See also TVO ILC)

TVO ILC TVO ILC

IRCC Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada IRCC Immigration, Réfugiés et Citoyenneté Canada



L
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

LBS Literacy and Basic Skills 
(Recently renamed Get SET)

AFB Alphabétisation et de formation de base  
(Recently renamed parcours Réussite en education et 
au travail)

LC Living Classrooms none La classe vivante

LIPHA Learning Inter-Professionally Healthcare Accelerator none none

LINC Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada CLIC Cours de langue pour les immigrants au Canada

LLO Laubach Literacy Organization none none

LOG Learning Opportunities Grant SPAA Subvention pour programmes d'aide à 
l'apprentissage

LSP Literacy Service Plan PSA Plans de services d’alphabétisation

LTC Long Term Care SLD Soins de longue durée

M
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

MCCSS Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services 
(Ontario)

MSESSC Ministère des Services à l'enfance et des Services 
sociaux et communautaires (Ontario)

MCM Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (Ontario) MACM Ministère des Affaires civiques et du 
Multiculturalisme (Ontario)

MCURES Ministry of Colleges, Universities, Research 
Excellence and Security  (Ontario)

MCUERS Ministère des Collèges et Universités, de 
l’Excellence en recherche et de la Sécurité (Ontario)

MOE Ministry of Education (Ontario)
(See also EDU)

MEO Ministère de l’Éducation de l’Ontario

MOH Ministry of Health (Ontario) MS Ministère de la Santé (Ontario)
MLTC Ministry of Long-Term Care (Ontario) MSLD Ministère des Soins de Longue durée (Ontario)
MLITSD Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills 

Development (Ontario)
MTIFDC Ministère du Travail, de l’Immigration, de la 

Formation et du Développement des compétences 
(Ontario)

MOU Memorandum of Understanding PE Protocole d'entente
mPLAR Prior Learning and Recognition for Mature Students 

(See PLAR)
RDA Reconnaissance des acquis

MSA Mature Student Assessment none Évaluation des crédits de maturité et des 
équivalences de crédits



N
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

NACC National Association of Career Colleges ANCC Association nationale des colleges de carriere

NGO Non-Governmental Organization ONG Organisation non gouvernementale

NIC Newcomer Information Centre INA Infocentre du nouvel arrivant

NOC National Occupational Classification CNP Classification nationale des professions

O
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

OALCF Ontario Adult Literacy Curriculum Framework CLAO Cadre du curriculum en littératie des adultes de 
l’Ontario

OBEP Ontario Business Education Partnership none Partenariat d'éducation des affaires de l'Ontario

OCAS Ontario College Application Service SACO Service d’admission des collèges de l’Ontario

OCASI Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants none none

OCEA Ontario Cooperative Education Association AÉCO Association de l’éducation cooperative de l’Ontario

OCISO Ottawa Community Immigrant Services Organization none none

OCSA Ontario Community Support Association none none

OCT Ontario College of Teachers OEEO Ordre des enseignantes et des enseignants de 
l'Ontario

ODSP Ontario Disability Support Program POSPH Programme ontarien de soutien aux personnes 
handicapées

OEAS Ontario Employment Assistance Services SAEO Services d'aide à l'emploi de l'Ontario

OEN Ontario Education Number NISO Numéro d'immatriculation scolaire de l'Ontario

OFL Ontario Federation of Labour FTO Fédération du travail de l'Ontario

OISE Ontario Institute for Studies in Education IEPO Institut d'études pédagogiques de l'Ontario

OJCP Ontario Job Creation Partnerships PCEO Partenariats pour la création d'emplois

OLTCA Ontario Long Term Care Association none none

ONLC Ontario Native Literacy Coalition none none

OnSIS Ontario School Information System SISOn Système d’Information Scolaire de l’Ontario

OSAP Ontario Student Assistance Program RAFEO Régime d’aide financière aux étudiantes et 
étudiants de l’Ontario



O
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

OSIS Ontario Schools Intermediate-Senior
(secondary school policy in place from 1984-85 until 
1998-99)

EOCIS Les écoles de l’Ontario aux cycles intermédiaire et 
supérieur (7e à 12e année et CPO)

OSIT Online Skills Inventory Tool ORC Outil de répertoire des compétences

OSLT Occupation-specific Language Training FLAP Formation linguistique axée sur les professions

OSR Ontario Student Record DSO Dossier scolaire de l’Ontario

OSS Ontario Secondary Schools
(secondary school policy in place since September 1999)

ESO Les écoles secondaires de l'Ontario de la 9e à la 
12e année

OSSC Ontario Secondary School Certificate CESO Certificat d’études secondaires de l’Ontario

OSSD Ontario Secondary School Diploma DESO Diplôme d’études secondaires de l’Ontario

OSSLC Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course CCLESO Cours de compétences linguistiques des écoles 
secondaires de l'Ontario

OSSLT Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test TPCL Test provincial de compétences linguistiques

OST Ontario Student Transcript RNO Relevé de notes de l’Ontario

OTF Ontario Trillium Foundation FTO Fondation Trillium de l’Ontario

OW Ontario Works OT Ontario au travail

OYAP Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program PAJO Programme d'apprentissage pour les jeunes de 
l'Ontario

P, Q
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

PA Personal Attendant PSP Préposé aux soins personnels

PCCA Private Career Colleges Act Loi sur les CPEP Loi sur les collèges privés d'enseignement 
professionnel

PIACC Programme for the International Assessment of Adult 
Competencies

PEICA Programme pour l’évaluation internationale des 
compétences des adultes

PLAR Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition RDA Reconnaissance des acquis

PMS Performance Management System none Système de gestion du rendement

PO Performance Objectives none Objectif de rendement



P, Q
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

PPM 132 Policy/Program Memorandum 132
Policy governing PLAR for Mature Students

PPN132 Politique/Programmes Note n° 132 
Politique sur la mise en œuvre de la RDA pour les 
élèves expérimentés

PR Permanent Resident RP Résident permanent

PREP LTC Preceptor Resource and Education Program for LTC PRFP SLD Le Programme de ressources et de formation au 
préceptorat en soins de longue durée

PSOL Provincial Support Organization for Literacy OPSL Organismes provinciaux de soutien en littératie

PSW Personal Support Worker PSSP Préposé aux services de soutien personnels

QA Quality Assurance	 none Assurance qualité

R
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

RAP Resettlement Assistance Program PAR Programme d’aide à la réinstallation

None None RESDAC
(formerly FCAF 
– Fédération 
canadienne pour 
l’alphabétisation en 
français)

Réseau pour le développement de l’alphabétisme 
et des compétences.

RIA Research Institute for Aging none none

RN Registered Nurse none Infirmière autorisée

RPN Registered Practical Nurse none Infirmière auxiliaire autorisée

S
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

SC Service Canada SC Service Canada

SECA Senior Equivalent Credit Application none Demande d’octroi d’équivalences de crédits 11e et 
12e année

SFS Skills for Success CPR Compétences pour réussir

SHSM Specialist High Skills Major MHS Majeure Haute Spécialisation

SIS Student Information System SIS Système d’information scolaire



S
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

SLA Second Language Acquisition none Acquisition d'une langue seconde

SMS Student Management System none Système de gestion des élèves

SPO Service Provider Organization FS Fournisseurs de services

SSGD Secondary School Graduation Diploma
(See HS1)

DES Diplôme d’études secondaires

SWAC School Within a College none Programme L’école au collège

SWIS Settlement Workers in Schools TÉÉ Travailleuses et travailleurs d’établissement dans 
les écoles

SWSP Sectoral Workforce Solutions Program
(formerly SIP - Sectoral Initiatives Program)

none Programme de solutions pour la main d’œuvre 
sectorielle
(formerly PAIS - Programme d’appui aux initiatives 
sectorielles)

T, U, V
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

TEFL Teaching English as a Foreign Language none none

TESL Teachers of English as a Second Language EALS Enseignement de l'anglais langue seconde

TESOL Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages none none

TOEFL Test of English as a Foreign Language none none

TOEIC Test of English for International Communication none none

TOWES Test of Workplace Essential Skills none Test des competences essentielles dans le milieu 
de travail

TPA Transfer Payment Agreement EPT Entente de paiement de transfert

TRP Temporary Resident Permit (Visitor Visa) PST VRT Permis de séjour temporaire Visa de Résident 
Temporaire

TSE Test of Spoken English none none

TVO ILC TVO Independent Learning Centre TVO ILC TVO ILC

TWE Test of Written English none none

VLO Vocational Learning Outcome none Résultats d’apprentissage



W, X, Y, Z
English Acronym English Full Name French Acronym French Full Name

WPO Workforce Planning Ontario PMOO Planification de main-d'oeuvre de l'Ontario

WSIB Workplace Safety and Insurance Board WSIB Commission de la sécurité professionnelle et de 
l’assurance contre les accidents du travail

School Board Acronym School System Region

Algoma District School Board ADSB English Public North Region

Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board ALCDSB English Catholic East Region

Avon Maitland District School Board AMDSB English Public West Region

Bluewater District School Board BWDSB English Public West Region

Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board BHNCDSB English Catholic West Region

Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board BGCDSB English Catholic West Region

Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario CDSBEO English Catholic East Region

Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est CECCE French Catholic North Region

Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario CEPEO French Public North Region

Conseil scolaire catholique des Grandes Rivières CSCDGR French Catholic Central Region

Conseil scolaire catholique Franco-Nord CSCFN French Catholic West Region

Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir CSCM French Catholic North Region

Conseil scolaire catholique Nouvelon CSCNO French Catholic North Region

Conseil scolaire catholique Providence CSDCP French Catholic North Region

Conseil scolaire de district catholique de l’Est ontarien CSDCEO French Catholic East Region

Conseil scolaire de district catholique des Aurores boréales CSDCAB French Catholic East Region

Conseil scolaire du Grand Nord CSPGNO French Public East Region

Conseil scolaire public du Nord-Est de l’Ontario CSPNE French Public Central Region

Conseil scolaire Viamonde CSV French Public North Region

Full School Board List 
Printed October 2026.



School Board Acronym School System Region
District School Board of Niagara DSBN English Public West Region

District School Board Ontario North East DSBONE English Public North Region

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board DPCDSB English Catholic Central Region

Durham Catholic District School Board DCDSB English Catholic East Region

Durham District School Board DDSB English Public East Region

Grand Erie District School Board GEDSB English Public West Region

Greater Essex County District School Board GECDSB English Public West Region

Halton Catholic District School Board HCDSB English Catholic Central Region

Halton District School Board HDSB English Public Central Region

Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board HWCDSB English Catholic West Region

Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board HWDSB English Public West Region

Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board HPEDSB English Public East Region

Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board HSCDSB English Catholic North Region

Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board HPCDSB English Catholic West Region

Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board KPDSB English Public North Region

Keewatin-Patricia District School Board KPRDSB English Public East Region

Kenora Catholic District School Board KCDSB English Catholic North Region

Lakehead District School Board LPS* English Public North Region

Lambton Kent District School Board LKDSB English Public West Region

Limestone District School Board LDSB* English Public East Region

London District Catholic School Board LDCSB English Catholic West Region

Near North District School Board NNDSB English Public North Region

Niagara Catholic District School Board NCDSB English Catholic West Region

Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District School Board NPSC English Catholic North Region

Northeastern Catholic District School Board NECDSB English Catholic North Region

Northwest Catholic District School Board NWCDSB English Catholic North Region

Ottawa Catholic School Board OCSB English Catholic East Region



School Board Acronym School System Region
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board OCDSB English Public East Region

Peel District School Board PDSB English Public Central Region

Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington  
Catholic District School Board

PVNCCDSB English Catholic East Region

Rainbow District School Board RDSB English Public North Region

Rainy River District School Board RRDSB English Public North Region

Renfrew County Catholic District School Board RCCDSB English Catholic East Region

Renfrew County District School Board RCDSB English Public East Region

Simcoe County District School Board SCDSB** English Public Central Region

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board SMCDSB English Catholic Central Region

St. Clair Catholic District School Board SCCDSB English Catholic West Region

Sudbury Catholic District School Board SCDSB** English Catholic North Region

Superior North Catholic District School Board SNCDSB English Catholic North Region

Superior-Greenstone District School Board SGDSB English Public North Region

Thames Valley District School Board TVDSB English Public West Region

Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board TBCDSB English Catholic North Region

Toronto Catholic District School Board TCDSB English Catholic Central Region

Toronto District School Board TDSB English Public Central Region

Trillium Lakelands District School Board TLDSB English Public Central Region

Upper Canada District School Board UCDSB English Public East Region

Upper Grand District School Board UGDSB English Public West Region

Waterloo Catholic District School Board WCDSB English Catholic West Region

Waterloo Region District School Board WRDSB English Public West Region

Wellington Catholic District School Board WCDSB English Catholic West Region

Windsor-Essex Catholic District School Board WECDSB English Catholic West Region

York Catholic District School Board YCDSB English Catholic Central Region

York Region District School Board YRDSB English Public Central Region

Please note that Lakehead District School Board uses LPS (Lakehead Public Schools) to distinguish itself from Limestone District School Board; however LDSB is still regularly used locally.
Please note that Simcoe County District School Board and Sudbury Catholic District School Board use the same acronym. Some provincial tracking documents use SICDSB and SUCDSB to distinguish them.



This Employment Ontario project is funded in part by the 
Government of Canada and the Government of Ontario.

Ce projet un Emploi Ontario est financé en partie par le 
gouvernement du Canada et le gouvernement de l’Ontario.


