
Walking in Both Worlds: How to find Balance

Presenter[s]: Katie Maracle & Paige Saunders 



What does this 
mean?

“You’re walking in your 
Indigenous world 
that’s with your family, 
and you’re walking in 
the white world” – 
Sam Hockley-Smith

As a Kanien’keha:ka 
Wakeniahten 
iakon:kwe (Mohawk 
Turtle woman), this 
can be quite complex

Let’s start from the 
beginning…



Where did we start?
• My people believe that North America was 

built on a turtle’s back, re: Turtle Island
• We had a way of living together that worked 

for us, and we focused on living off the land, 
practicing our culture, preparing our children 
for the future, and respecting all forms of life



Where are we now?
• Contact = colonization and genocide
• We were told that our way of life was not 

proper – we were “savages”
• Educated = college or university only  



Now What?
• What is your definition of 

success? 

• What about failure? 



• You’re not considered 
“successful” in mainstream 
society unless you make a 
certain amount of money, 
have certain items (nice car, 
big house, brand names, etc.

•  So busy vying for that, there 
isn’t time for much else

• How do Onkwehonwe fit 
language and culture into their 
lives?









My Pride & Joy

• Skaronhyaswko:wa: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SDZxRj1SbS0 

• School sing: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YVC5-WNAu7E 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDZxRj1SbS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDZxRj1SbS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVC5-WNAu7E
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My Educational 
Journey



Education 
Continued 





























Walking in both worlds 
is not an easy task and 

can feel daunting at 
times, but please leave 

with this thought…
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Tell us what you think!

Visit:

www.cesba.com/2024surveys 

or use the QR code to share 
feedback on this workshop.

http://www.cesba.com/surveys


Nia:wen
   Miigwetch
     Thank You
           Merci

cesba.com
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