




AGENDA I knew...

I assumed...

I felt.....



What is your Reading and Writing
level of  Ethiopian Language

Benchmarks (ELB)? 

PFL
FL

1L

ELB 1

2L

ELB 2

3L

ELB 3

4L

ELB 4Pre-ELB



the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create,
communicate, compute and use printed and written
materials associated with varying contexts. Literacy
involves a continuum of learning to enable an
individual to achieve their goals, to develop their
knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in
the wider society.
-UNESCO  ‐ The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), www.unesco.org/en/  

What is Literacy?
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In the Classroom disorganization
clutter
distraction
avoidance
arriving/leaving

What is Literacy?



What is Literacy?
In HARTS



What is Literacy?
less than 10 years
come from countries of unrest 

      & other factors that interrupt/restrict
      learning/access to education 

from PFL to 4L
same English language learning outcomes
working on language and literacy
need support, strategies, guided practice
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Answers:
Thurs. 12 pm1.
Wed. 9 am2.
Mon. 3 pm3.
Tues. 9 am4.
Tues. 10 am5.



I knew...

I assumed...

I felt.....

MAKE NO ASSUMPTIONS,
LEAVE NOTHING TO CHANCE



TAKEN FROM CANADIAN LANGUAGE BENCHMARKS: ESL FOR ADULT LITERACY LEARNERS (ALL),P. 35 



READING CLB 1L



Begin to recognize the connection between oral
language and print  

Begin to recognize the value placed by society on
reading and writing  

TAKEN FROM CANADIAN LANGUAGE BENCHMARKS: ESL FOR ADULT LITERACY LEARNERS (ALL), P. 71 
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https://www.queensu.ca/teachingandlearning/modules/students/24_metacognition.html



Self-questioning
Self-questioning involves pausing throughout a task to consciously check
your own actions. 

 

Mnemonic Aids 
Mnemonic aids are strategies you can use to improve your information
retention. They involve using rhymes, patterns, and associations to
remember. 
 

nam 

Meta-Cognitive Strategies All Learners Need:

How many letters
 for the word? 

Do I have 4 letters?

name



Awareness Of Learning Styles 
Visual
Auditory 
Kinesthetic
Logical-Mathematical 
Interpersonal
Intrapersonal

Meta-Cognitive Strategies All Learners Need:



Meta-Cognitive Strategies All Learners Need: 
Thinking Aloud 
You have to talk through what your brain is doing, making those thinking
processes explicit. 

Graphic Organizers 
Graphic organizers help us to consciously improve our thinking processes.
  
Examples of graphic organizers include: 

Mind maps. 
Flow charts. 
Spider diagrams. 

https://helpfulprofessor.com/process-thinking/
https://helpfulprofessor.com/process-thinking/


Meta-Cog Strategies Cont’d:  Active Reading Strategies 
Underlining text
Using a ruler to read

Scan for the main ideas
Questioning
Summarizing
Predicting
Clarifying 

Active Listening Strategies 
Turning your body to directly face the speaker. 
Making eye contact. 
Asking questions. 
Nodding when appropriate. 
Repeating what was said to you. 



Meta-Cognitive Strategies All Learners Need: 
Planning Ahead 

When we plan ahead, we often have to think about how we’ll
go about a task. We might call it our “plan of attack”. 

Planning ahead involves thinking about what we’re going to
do in order to complete a task.





Making It Real:
Teaching Pre-literate Adult Refugee Students

Tacoma Community House Training Project

 In Tutela:
CCLB collections
OCDSB collections 
both show modifications for literacy learners

 in blended classes

Adult ELL Pathway 
to Literacy

Literacy Centre 
for Expertise

Bow Valley Literacy 
Readers

thejoyofesl.weebly.com

Changing Lanes ESL



TO HELP WITH LITERACY AND LITERATE LEARNERS TOGETHER

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=H7-D3GI2LL8

HTTPS://WWW.NEWAMERICANHORIZONS.ORG/TRAINING-VIDEOS

Differentiated Instruction 



Today’s TopicMake NO
assumptions,
leave nothing 
to chance.

sbanks@hwdsb.on.ca






