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About AlphaPlus
AlphaPlus champions the use of technology in adult 

education to create equity and access to learning, 

and enhance learning experiences. 

Our specialized team members have expertise in the use 

of digital technology in education, as well as experience in 

and understanding of the adult education field.

alphaplus.ca 

http://alphaplus.ca


Session overview

• What is OER?

• OER development and aims 

• Copyright and CC licensing

• OER content examples

• Making modifications to OER

• How can AlphaPlus support your next steps?



A Question

Have you heard about 
or used our OER 
collection before?



OER overview…



What is it?

Curated collection of free, reproducible and 

modifiable workbooks, lessons, activities, modules, 

slide sets, and even courses.

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca
(French: https://collection.alphaplus.ca) 

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca
https://collection.alphaplus.ca


Open Educational Resources (OER)

AlphaPlus OER collection is:

● built with guidance from a working group 

● vetted instructional materials and content 

● full of ready-to-use resources 

● supported with teaching tips and guidance

● built with modifiable resources saved in Google Drive

● tagged with allowable uses (copyright or Creative 

Commons licensing) + level of instruction.



OER advisory group in 2022-2023

OER advisory working group 
helped us:

1. Establish criteria

2. Develop a simple system 
for allowable uses

3. Find resources

Helen Benn, Training & Learning Centre of Renfrew County

Sue Damon, The Literacy Group

Karen Hilderman, People, Words & Change

Gabrianna Jolie, Toronto District School Board 
(TCDSB during the project) 

Ann Marie Leeder, Training & Learning Centre of Renfrew County

Karin Meinzer, PTP Adult Learning and Employment Programs

Georgina Smith, Ottawa Catholic School Board



AlphaPlus journey from book shelves to digital collections

1990-2007

Library collection

Web Index of 
resources

2009

2014

Coaching and 
learning 
opportunities

2017

Useful Apps

2020

OER collection +
Resource library



Where to find the AlphaPlus OER collection

Visit alphaplus.ca 

http://alphaplus.ca


Look in Features Resources section



Landing page

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca (French: https://collection.alphaplus.ca) 

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca/
https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca
https://collection.alphaplus.ca


Ten content areas

1. Reading

2. General knowledge

3. Literacy development 
supports

4. Writing

5. Math and numeracy

6. Foundational digital skills

7. Job preparation and hiring

8. Test and exam preparation

9. Empowering learners

10. Educator resources



Three instructional levels for reading and writing 



Example individual resource entry

Description and  links 
back to the original 
source 

Embedded videos and 
materials when possible

Copyright and CC licensing 
information 

Direct link to folders with the 
resources in case external 
links change 

Link

CC-BY-NC-SA4.0

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca/reading-instruction-workbooks-and-modules/level-2


Example individual resource entry

Link

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca/foundational-digital-skills-and-knowledge/computer-basics


Example individual resource entry

Link

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca/foundational-digital-skills-and-knowledge/computer-basics


Ideal resources are hard to find!



What’s a good resource? 

Over 100 collections and sites were searched but only select resources were included.

To ensure access, the resources are:

• Free and without distracting ads

• Reproducible

• Mostly modifiable

• Ready-to-use and comprehensive

• Meant for teachers, not just DIY for learners

• Mostly available without accounts.

To ensure quality and relevance, the 
resources:

• Are organized by relevant topics

• Include authentic, culturally relevant, 

empowering and meaningful content

• Respond to actual literacy and numeracy 

demands learners encounter 

• Include  innovative and research-informed 

teaching methods and strategies.



Copyright and 
Creative Commons…



BY Attribution must be given to the creator

NC Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted

ND No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted

SA Adaptations must be shared under the same terms

Open licences

Creative Commons (CC) licences are an alternative to copyright

To learn more : Creative Commons

CC-BY-NC-SA4.0

https://creativecommons.org/about/


No copyright. Only a CC license permits modifications.

Our colour coding for CC licences and copyright

Copyrighted for instructional use and sharing with students. CC licenses with ND (no 

derivatives) no not permit modifications.

Copyrighted. No changes permitted. Share up to 10% with students. The 

10% doesn’t apply to consumable workbooks, which can’t be copied or 

shared.



Finding resources…



Finding resources in the OER collection…

You can use Search option…

Example: A participant asked 
for resources on “reading 
theory” or how to teach reading



Math resources

Resources for math and 

numeracy



Math and numeracy organization

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca/mathematics-and-numeracy


Online interactive math resource Levels 2 and 3



https://dlnmovingonup.ca/


Level 2 

Students can set up an 
individual account to track 

their progress.

https://dlnmovingonup.ca/subjects/level-two-math/






Level 3

https://dlnmovingonup.ca/subjects/caec-math/


Level 1 math - modifiable documents 

https://oercollection.alphaplus.ca/mathematics-and-numeracy/level-1


Number sense



Number sense



Pre-healthcare resources

Resources for general 

healthcare preparation 

and select trades



Build healthcare vocabulary knowledge



Videos Diagrams

H5P activities



Making modifications…



Be mindful of your permissions…



Lorem 3

● Adopt the comprehensive use of 

open source content creation 

(H5P) and organizational platform 

(OER Studio) 

● Coordinate curriculum teams to 

develop, modify and reuse content 

● Support with annual funding to 

update, modify and add new 

content

● Support with on-going training.

Lorem 1

● Modify a PDF and work in MS 

Word or Google Docs to change 

some wording

● Cut and paste content into 

Google or MS Forms, then 

reproduce or create follow-up 

questions and activities

Lorem 2

● Use H5P, an open source 

content creation platform, to 

create interactives

● Reuse content from an 

existing open source 

PDF/Word book

● Upload H5Ps to OER Studio, a 

website or Moodle or another 

LMS, such as Brightspace.

Provincial 
(Wouldn’t it be nice!)

Individual effort Group effort with AP

Intensity of modification efforts

https://h5p.org/
https://learnful.io/platforms/oer-studio/


Making changes to a PDF document

Consider:

● Using Google Docs

● Using Microsoft Word (desktop version)

Note:
● It is also possible to open a PDF document in Acrobat and save it in a Word 

format but a subscription might be required (not included in a free version).



In Google Docs:

* From the OER collection, download to your computer the document you plan to modify

1. Upload the PDF document from your computer to your Google Drive.

2. Locate the PDF document in your Google Drive and click to open it. 

3. At the top, choose Open with Google Docs. 

4. The PDF document is converted to a Google Docs format.

5. The layout might be off, especially if there are graphics and tables.

6. You can add, remove or change the content of the document.

Making changes to a PDF document using Google Docs



In Microsoft Word (desktop):

* From the OER collection, download to your computer the document you plan to modify

1. In Word, choose File -> Open. 

2. Find the downloaded file on your computer and double click to open.

3. The PDF document is converted to a MS Word format. (You will get a notification)

4. The positioning might be off, especially if there are graphics and tables.

5. You can add, remove or change the content of the document.

Making changes to a PDF document using MS Word



Using MS or Google forms

Consider screen captures, copying and pasting… 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vwizr4ddbqVZaHgJy79ddd4mWpPIyWfq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103300773466953436040&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIrXIgKAPKRy9aiRYnl5oQbaWMGhdUUzoIfryTkFarFRzktQ/viewform


Questions…

1. What is your take away from today?

2. How can you approach modifications 

individually and as a team?

3. Want to get involved in helping us with 

the OER collection?



Guylaine Vinet
Organizational Development 
Specialist
gvinet@alphaplus.ca

Christine Pinsent-
Johnson
Policy and Research Specialist
christine@alphaplus.ca

Let’s connect + share your suggestions/tips

OER development team

Monika Jankowska-Pacyna
Organizational Development Specialist - Education and Technology 

AlphaPlus
monika@alphaplus.ca
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Tell us what you think!

Visit:

www.cesba.com/2024surveys

or use the QR code to share 
feedback on this workshop.

http://www.cesba.com/surveys


B1 - PLAR 101 for New Assessors Mountbatten A

B2 - Making Your Data Work For You: CESBA’s Building Data Capacity Toolkit Mountbatten B

B3 - Equity for the Literacy Learner Wren

B4 - Navigating Success: The School Work Integrated Program (SWIP) Windsor

B5 - Digital Upskilling for Mid-Career Workers: Bridging the Tech Talent Gap Scott

B6 - Adult Correspondance Online Resource Network (ACORN): What’s It All About? Carlyle

B7 - Leveraging Social Media and AI for Reputation Building, Student Attraction, and Community 

Partnerships
Rossetti

Coming up - Workshops block B | À suivre - Atelier bloc B
11:20 AM – 12:25 PM



Thank you | Merci 

cesba.com
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