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Topics

• Overview of PPM 132 - Mature PLAR 
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

• The Mature PLAR Process- (support Resources)
1. Intake- Eligibility
2.  Assessment(s) 

9/10, 11/12 Equivalency, 11/12 Challenges
3. Recording/Tracking
4. Reporting and Funding

• The Benefits of Mature PLAR 
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Favourite Quote!
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

PLAR for Mature Students 

PPM 132 - mPLAR
“A formal evaluation and credit granting 

process whereby students may obtain 
credits for prior learning.”

• Recognizing and valuing the knowledge and skills 
students acquire in formal and informal ways

• Goal: help mature students move forward faster, 
removing barriers

• Key Goal of the Adult Education Strategy

• Different from PPM 129 – PLAR for Adolescents



Who benefits from PLAR and 
how?
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● Adults upgrading for PSE or job promotion -
need OSSD

● Immigrant students with previous education 
and learning, need Ontario prerequisites, 
and OSSD
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Who Benefits from PLAR?



And now…..

● Secondary students who are at least 18 on or 
after January 1st of the current school year up 
(up to August 31) 

● Secondary students who are missing 
compulsory grade 9/10 credits and eligible for 
work life experience eqv credits

● Students who may have significant gaps - due 
to physical or mental health challenges

How can mPLAR help?



PLAR increases Student Success

• Reduces the amount of time required to 
obtain OSSD

• Makes the OSSD obtainable even to students 
with other commitments

• Recognizes and honours a student’s rich and 
varied experiences.
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Adult Learner Success Story- previous formal education

Pathway: Re-training for a New Career, OSSD, nurse

Before:

• Degree in Business from home country, responsible for experiential learning 
program in former country

• Moved to Canada to be close to children attending post-secondary

• Couldn’t find work in her field; didn’t have Canadian experience

How: 

• Enrolled in adult day class 

• Received grade 9/10 PLAR and 11/12 PLAR for out of country transcripts for a 
total of 26 EQV credits - completed OLC4O and community service hours

After:

• Completed all prerequisites for nursing program and OSSD

• Accepted into nursing program, and successfully completed 2 year nursing 
diploma

• Currently working as a nurse 9



18 year old Learner Success Story 
Pathway:  College Program Business - Marketing, with an OSSD  

Before:

• PLAR eligible Student has 18 total credits, 12 grade 9/10 credits and 6 11/12 
credits

How: 

• Referral via Re Engagement to Night School in Feb 2022

• Completed 9/10 PLAR and 11/12 PLAR

• Completed 4 Sr Credits including ENG4C, and MBF3C (+Literacy requirement ,    
CSH met)

After:

• Completed all prerequisites for Business - Marketing program and received an 
OSSD by June 2022

• Started College program in September 2022
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An Eligible student may earn up to 26*equivalent credits

• Up to 16 9/10 PLE (Prior Learning Equivalent) Credits (Through Written 
assignments or by taking the course)

• Up to 10** 11/12 EQV Credits (Equivalency and Challenge) 

The last 4*** credits must be earned

• Grade 11 English (could be ESL or ELD credit)

• Grade 12 English

• Grade 11 Math

• Grade 11 or 12 Computer Studies, Science, Tech or Math (can be substituted)

Plus literacy requirement (course or test) and 0-40 community service hours 
(principal's discretion)

*up to 29 EQV’s (16 9/10, and **13 EQV’s) if a student has a completed diploma or degree from an accredited Canadian Post Secondary 
Institution   List of Accredited Canadian Post Secondary Institutions

** Students with a completed diploma or degree - 1 credit at grade 11/12

PPM 132 – Mature PLAR

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/designated-schools.html


The PLAR-Process 

1. Intake/Eligibility/Orientation
Application(s)

Determination of eligibility and # of Equivalent credits

2. Assessment
English, Math, Science, Cdn Geography/History (9/10) 

Evaluation of credentials/documentation – SECA (11/12)

11/12 Challenge 

3. Recording
Cumulative Tracking Record, Student Management System

4. Reporting- OnSIS
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/PLAR-Senior-Equivalent-Credit-Application.doc


Step 1:  Who is eligible for PLAR?

Mature students who started grade 9 in 1999-2000 
(OSS) or later, and new students to Ontario secondary 
school system after Feb. 1, 2004

● At least 18 on or after January 01 of current school 
year up to and including August 31

● Registered in a credit course with the purpose of 
obtaining the OSSD

● And not on track to graduate in June

*eligible 18+ students less than 26

PLAR Video Series 13

https://cesba.com/resources/plar-equivalency-process-video-series/


What does this mean???

● A student who turns 18, up to and including August 31, 
2023  of the current school year, with 21 or fewer credits, 
“not on track to graduate”- is NOW PLAR ELIGIBLE 

● no break from school is required

● must be registered for the purpose of obtain an OSSD
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• Register the student 

• Check Mature student/PLAR flag in your student 
management system (SMS)

• Add Zero PLE (Prior Learning Equivalent credits) 
to SMS*

The Ministry of Education will provide funding for:

*One grade 9/10 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 0-16 credits at $130
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Step 1: STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE!!!



Board Generated Tracking Form

Sample PLAR Tracking Template
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PLAR-Tracking-Template-Sample.xls


Step 2:  Assessment 9/10 and 
11/12 Equivalencies/Challenge

2(a)    9/10 Equivalency

Up to 16 PLE credits – Prior Learning Equivalents

Grade 9 and 10 eqv credits may be granted through:

•Transcripts from outside Ontario, and/or

•Completion of individual assessments in:     

• English, 

• Math

• Science, 

• Canadian Geography and Canadian History

One grade 9/10 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 0-16 credits at $130
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9/10 Equivalency Assessments
Resources

CESBA Website

PLAR Video Series

Sample PLAR-pathway-planning.docx
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https://cesba.com/programs/plar-for-mature-students/
https://cesba.com/resources/plar-equivalency-process-video-series/
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PLAR-pathway-planning.docx


9/10 Equivalency Assessments
Resources - cont’d

Instructions for Accessing E community

9/10 Credit Tracking summary

Sample Math Assessment
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Instructions-for-PLAR-Assessments.pdf
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Grad-9-and-10-Credit-Tracking-Summary.docx
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/02-Mathematics-Workplace.pdf


How to support the prep of 9/10 
assessments?

• LBS - Literacy Basic Skills

• GLE30/40 - no IEP required

• GLS40

PLAR Video Series
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https://cesba.com/resources/plar-equivalency-process-video-series/


Step 2(b):  11/12 Equivalencies

11/12 Equivalency

Up to 10* EQV credits

Grade 11 and 12 credits may be granted through:

•Transcripts from outside Ontario, and/or 

•Validation of appropriate documentation of learning gained 

through other programs, courses, life and/or work 

experiences via the Senior Equivalent Credit Application. 

(SECA) SECA 

The ministry will provide funding for :

One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at $130
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PLAR-Senior-Equivalent-Credit-Application-with-Indigenous-experiences-added.docx


Resources for 11/12 Equivalency

Senior Equivalent Credit Application - SECA

Bank of Careers and Experiences PDF 

Bank of Careers with Major Expectations 

Evidence Sheets
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PLAR-Senior-Equivalent-Credit-Application-with-Indigenous-experiences-added.docx
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Bank-of-Careers_Experiences-Gr-11_12-Mature-PLAR-Revised-2022-2.pdf
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Bank-of-Careers_Experiences-Gr-11_12-Mature-PLAR-Revised-2022.xlsx
https://cesba.com/resources/grade-11-and-12-evidence-sheets-for-plar-developed-by-simcoe-county-district-school-board/


Student sample SECA application

Bank of Careers and Experiences PDF

Sample Student - 11/12 Credit application (SECA)

Third party 
documentation submitted 
with SECA -

T4 - $15.00/hour
$1672.88 -
How many credits 
and which EQV?

https://oaacesba-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amurphy_cesba_com/EfPt5EwsFRZKkY_MBI3KJ74BODLfV15cUKHY72LY8guPZw?e=KKtII0
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Bank-of-Careers_Experiences-Gr-11_12-Mature-PLAR-Revised-2022-2.pdf


Challenge Process

The student must provide reasonable evidence that 

they would likely be successful in the challenge 

process.
• Certificates and/or other records of accomplishment

Students cannot challenge:

• a course in any subject in which the student has a credit in                         

that subject in a higher grade;

• a course in which the student has already earned a credit (see 

page 9, PPM132)

24



Resources for Grade 11/12 
Challenge Process

Ministry Policy Document – PPM132

E-community Language Challenges

Roles
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https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-132
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m94QemrdP16n224Jr7NI86NiApBhqStTCEfM8nlVqVs/edit?usp=sharing


Step 3: Recording and Tracking

• Track PLAR data

• Maintain Cumulative Tracking Records in 
OSR and/or Student PLAR File

• Enter information into SMS - OST
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Board Generated Tracking Form

Sample PLAR Tracking Template
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PLAR-Tracking-Template-Sample.xls


Record Keeping - 9/10 Equivalency Credits

Results of mature student’s 
individual assessments are 
recorded on the Cumulative 
Tracking Record form  as a Pass or 
Fail and included in the student’s 
OSR. The Ministry form should be 
treated the same as a transcript.
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Cumulative Tracking For Grade 9 and 10 Credits

https://files.ontario.ca/edu-equivalency-process-grade_9-and-10-cumulative-tracking-record-en-3-2021-12-06.odt
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Distribution of PLE’s – Cumulative 
Tracking Record

Signature
Signature



Record Keeping 11/12 Equivalency Credits

Results of a mature 
student’s individual 
assessment are 
recorded on the 
Cumulative Tracking 
Record form and 
maintained in the 
student’s OSR.
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Cumulative tracking record - 11/12 EQV's

https://files.ontario.ca/edu-equivalency-process-grade-11-and-12-cumulative-tracking-record-en-2021-12-01.odt


Cumulative Tracking Grade 11/12 
Equivalencies



18 year old Learner Success Story 
Pathway:  College Program Business - Marketing, with an OSSD  

Before:

• PLAR eligible Student has 16 total credits, 13 grade 9/10 credits and 3 11/12 
credits

How: 

• Referral via Re Engagement to Night School in Feb 2022

• Completed assessments to earn 3 PLE via 9/10 PLAR and provided documentation 
to support the granting of 7 Sr Equivalent credits via 11/12 PLAR

• Completed 4 Sr Credits including ENG4C, and MBF3C (Literacy previously 
completed) and CSH

After:

• Completed all prerequisites for Business - Marketing program and received an 
OSSD by June 2022

• Started College program in September 2022
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PLAR 101 Quick Guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VbQq9Ge0fNSTq9jGddqShAdorBjngft-YQVXciY19s8/edit


Guiding Principles of mPLAR

• Respect for the knowledge and skills that mature 
students have acquired, in both formal and informal 
ways outside secondary school

• Maintaining a balance between high standards and 
equitable opportunities for mature students to 
achieve their goals

• Consistency of curriculum expectations, standards of 
achievement and the implementation process

• Quality and rigour of assessments
• Credit-granting integrity
• A balance of accountability and flexibility for mature 

students
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The Big Picture
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New to Ontario…?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8lCQeoM7YA


Resources for Out of Province

• CESBA
•CMEC Transfer Guide (2009)
• Canada Eschool
•Out of Province Resource Link
•Ontario Quebec Equivalencies
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http://cesba.com
http://www.cmec.ca/282/Programs-and-Initiatives/Student-and-Teacher-Mobility/Student-Transfer-Guide/Updated-Student-Transfer-Guide/index.html
https://www.canadaeschool.ca/about-us/welcome/?gclid=CjwKCAjwh4ObBhAzEiwAHzZYU7sdIpG-3aXnYnn81TSwgPPph8entSG8y1RDp-NDJ7YI7OhUgPMUrBoC0CEQAvD_BwE
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/36E-Out-of-Province-Credit-Equivalency-Resource-Package.pdf
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/40E-Quebec_Guide_En.pdf


Resources for Out of Country

Links to Credential Assessment Centres: 
•ICAS (International Credential Assessment 
Service)

•and  WES (World Education Services)

•International Credit Assessment Resource 
Package (2007)
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http://www.icascanada.ca/
http://www.wes.org/
http://www.cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/InternationalCreditAssessmentResourcePackage2007OCDSB_com.pdf


Resources-Overview

● Ministry of Education Website PPM132

● Instructions for Accessing E community

● PLAR Video Series

● For PLAR 101 & 102 elearning.cesba.com When 

you log in, your password will be wrong, so 

select “Forgot my password” and go through the 

process to log in. 
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https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-132
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Instructions-for-PLAR-Assessments.pdf
https://cesba.com/resources/plar-equivalency-process-video-series/
https://elearning.cesba.com


Key Revision to PPM 132

Table of Revisions to PPM 132 - Feb 2022
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PLAR-Revisions-PPM-132-Feb2022.pdf

