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Mature PLAR

Prior Learning Assessment & Recognition

“

What is Mature PLAR?

An assessment and credit granting process where eligible mature students may earn credits for
prior learning. PLAR recognizes and values the knowledge and skills that students have gained
from formal and informal ways, outside of secondary school.

Grade 9 and 10 credits (up to 16) may be granted through: Transcripts from outside Ontario,
and/or completion of individual assessments: English, Math, Science, Canadian Geography,
History

Grade 11 and 12 credits (up to 10) may be granted through: Transcripts from outside Ontario,
and/or proof of documentation of learning gained through other programs, courses, or life and
work experiences. ** PLAR credits must have the same standards of achievement as credits
granted to students who have taken the course.

Graduation requirements If a student achieves 26 credits (max allowed) through the MPLAR
process, they will need to complete 4 Grade 11/12 courses including: Grade 11 and 12 English, 1 %
Math (11/12) credit, 1 additional senior credit, Ontario Literacy requirement and

Community Service Hours. C e Sb a



CESBA Action Research - PLAR Assessments
1 period (2 2 hours/day) for 44 days
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Qualitative Data - Student Voice

“

What are the benefits of the PLAR Assessment for you
personally?

« Achieve credits more quickly

« Achieve OSSD sooner than expected
 Alleviates stress

« Stay Iin school (retention)

 Able to attend college sooner

* Improve reading and writing

* Positive experience

« Helped me to see that college is possible
« Helped me to set goals

Findings: MPLAR had an impact on student engagement and supported a better studen *
experience which made a difference in student retention and achievement. C e S a



Durham Region News
“

She got a credit for being a mom: How adults in
Durham are getting their high school diploma faster

Durham Catholic District School Board expanding program that gives credits for life, work
experience

w Jun 01,2017 by Jillian Follert % Oshawa This Week
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OSHAWA — Robb McCabe and Noells Kippen are students in the Durham Cstholic District School Board's continwing educstion
program, which is working to make it easier for adult students to get their figh school diploma. A new program is aliowing sdult
learners to get credits for their Kifs expenence, such as being a parsnt. May 8, 2017 - Jason Lisbregts / Mstroland

DURHAM — When Noelle Kippen left high school at age 16 to have a baby, she didn’t know if she would ever go
back.

“It's been a struggle. | was a single parent, it was always a fight between work and school,” she says. “It just felt

lika 2 inh wae mara raalictic "
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2016-2017 CESBA (Action Research Project)
Mature PLAR
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Highlights
from the April 24, 2017 Board Meeting

Continuing Education: Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

'- Continuing Education staff presented a research project on the Prior
- Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) process for adults. As
) o, outcomes, some of which include:

a result of the research, the team worked together to achieve positive

e Increased number of assessments e Credit accumulation
e Improved intake process e Enhanced student engagement
e Greater support for pathways e Improved student experience
planning and transition to the
workplace

X
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Impact of MPLAR (2015 — 2020)
¢

Rising student enroliment each year
Increased # of MPLAR Assessments
Increased credit achievement

Increasing # OSSD Graduates each year

Student Voice surveys indicate ongoing positive feedback about
MPLAR and their overall student experience

MPLAR Funding supports Guidance/PLAR Assessor role
New Fast Track Program to support MPLAR Assessments
Improved Intake Process (Caring adult, Online booking)
Refining Non-Credit to Credit Pathways — ESL, LBS to Credit
Students in Employment Training Programs achieving OSSD

Expanding Outreach Programs for OSSD attainment
— Rose of Durham, Ontario Shores, YMCA *
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October 26, 2020 Board Meeting

Excellence, Equity and Engagement

Supporting Student Achievement in A&CE

Mature PLAR
Growth

Staff PD for
Online Learning

Refining Learning & Intake Processes
(MPLAR) during Covid-19

Focus on Equity
and Inclusion

« MPLAR and Fast Track

« Adult Day Credit, Correspondence, Fast
Track + MPLAR

Online Student
Engagement and
Retention
+
Growth Strategies

New
Partnerships

Align Programs

Community Outreach Programs (MPLAR)

* Ontario Shores
 Rose of Durham

. YMCA

October 2020

Social Media
& Google

Reaching Out
to Alumni

x*
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Benefits of MPLAR for Secondary Students
Transitioning to A&CE

» CESBA support - Reaching out to P/VP’s, Guidance, SST’s, PST’s
* Process for supporting secondary students transitioning to A&CE
* Increasing enrollment from secondary schools

* ARCHBISHOP
Z\ ANTHONY MEAGHER

Catholic Gontinuing Education Centra

Mature PLAR

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition
Information for Secondary School Staff

MPLAR is the formal evaluation and credit-granting process whereby mature students may obtain credits
for prior learning — the knowledge and skills that mature students have acquired, in both formal and
informal ways, outside secondary school.

*up to 16 Grade knowledge,
9/10 credits N

*up to 10 Grade “ O,
11/12 credits skills, training

To be eligible for MPLAR students must be:

MPLAR o

Eligibility 18 years of age on or before December 31* of the school year
Not registered as a secondary student for 10 consecutive months
Enrolled at Archbishop Anthony Meagher CCEC

This is an individual assessment/equivalency process for the purpose of
granting up to 16 Grade 9 and 10 credits through (a) review and analysis of

9/10 transcripts, or (b) review and analysis of transcripts and completion of
Assessment individual or (c) of individual in the
5 following subject areas
English Science
Math History/Geography

Students can eam up to 10 credits by providing evidence of experiences,
112 training and that indicate of learning similar to
the expectations of specific courses in the Ontario Grade 11 and 12
curriculum. Examples include: transcripts, training certifications, letters of
appraisal or recommendation from employers, volunteer experiences,
documentation of languages, resume, T4’s, ROE's, pay stubs, etc.

Equivalency

It a student achieves 26 credits (max allowed) through the MPLAR process,
Graduation they will need to complete 4 Grade 11/12 courses including

Requirements Grade 11 and 12 English, 1 Math (11/12) credit, 1 additional senior credit,
Ontario Literacy requirement and Community Service Hours

MPLAR FAL'S For Secondary School Staff
Howv can a student benetit irm Mahure PLAR amd Adult & Continuing Education (AECE)?

0 Mshwe shelents have fbe poleslinl i cam D550 frser wil Tee MPLAR promss.
0 Theoagh MIM AR siedest ean bigh school credils br ke bnouedge, B aad woik experass.
0 AXE m az
< e Trmek, € Day Sehod, Hight Sckool, Sumeser S chool, Adull
ums&wu4c=ﬁcmm5# Tinining Progoms.
o b orwork omplie 0SS0 slibe e f-e.

How can secondary schools help with course selection for students who are at risk of
not graduating, and may transition to Adult & Continuing Education?

O Where possible, try not to timetable too many Gr. 8/10 credits for students who may finish
sz condary school ith few credits. Students can 2am Gr. 9/10 credits more quickly through the
Ifature PLAR process.

Ifa student has repeatedly failed a Gr. 9/10 class, encourage Gr. 11/12 classes in the student's
area of interest.

Ifa student is taking Co-0p, consider co-op credits that are Gr. 1142 credits (not Gr. 8/10)

‘Wihere can students obtsin MPLAR credits and grad uste with DSSD?

¥ Meagher ing Edwealion Celre:
Osharsm Campas: Ajax Campus:
£50 Kmg SL W, Unil 26, O, L1J8HS 458 Fauall SL, Uil 7, A, L15 1RS
Tek {35) 4380570 Fax {395) 4330571 Tek (05) 6237713 Fax (305) 6335476

can schools support a student's transition to Adult & Continuing Education?

O Booka Visit- Students/parents/sscondary schools can facilitate the transition to AXCE vhers
secondary students can meet fiendly PLAR Assessors and staff who can help ease concems
about next steps.

O Course Guides or Website - provide to students who want to upgrads high school marks,
participate in employment training programs or strengthen their teracy, numeracy or computer
skills to prepare for work or post-secondary. *Follo wus on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter.

O Contact Andrea Ellsworth andrea elsworth @dcdsb.ca or (305) 438-0570 (ext. 57164) o book
a visit (Ajax or Oshawa Campus) to lsam about MPLAR and the fiexible options available to
support students who are at risk of not obtaining 0SSD from their secondary school

Secondary Presentations about the benefts 0fMPLAR and courses/programs at Archbishop
Anthony Meagher CCE C can help students and slaffleam about the benefts of MPLAR.
Contad Andrea Ellsvorh to faciltate a presentation at your school

NP AR Assessor Contact information
O:sthurmm Campus — Dass Porler
dama poderfidaleh on ar {385 4328470 (ext ST166)

Ajxx Campus— Stephes Jeasings v con-ed ca
sephen Py b, or $05) 6837713 (el 57107)

DURHAM CATHOLIC
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
Lsarning and Living in Faith
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Using Data to Tell Your Story

* Enrollment Data: “By the Numbers” for Each Program

Adult & Continuing Education — SAMPLE

2016-2017

By the Numbers

Secondary Credits

Personal Support Worker
* 500.5 credits earned
* 150 PSW accreditation certificates
* 8(day & evening) programs
* 2 campuses 8
* 64,576.58 total pupil hours
* 5 PSW students earned OSSD

Raising Healthy Children

* 17 parents earned 27 credits + 19 PLAR credits

*16 pre-school children *Program offered 2x

p=

Adult Day School

* 860 day credits earned

* 40 dual credits earned (Durham College)
* 25 credits: Work-4-Credits Co-op Program

Mature PLAR
* 468.5 credits earned
*119 Gr. 9 & 10 mPLAR Assessments
\' 51 Gr. 11 & 12 mPLAR Assessments

00 descomplaetia © | Correspondence Courses
2campuses Learn@Home
*110,796.86 pupil hours di d
+550SSD - diplomas earned 307.5 credits earne
294 students

Child Care Assistant

Program
* 168 credits earned
* 21 CCA certificates
* 2 day programs
* 1 campus (Ajax)
* 14, 233.24 total pupil hours

* Talmpuses (Oshawa & Ajax)
* 40 OSSD - diplomas earned

%

2
A

/Summer School (Classroom)\
* 1890.5 credits earned
* 1800students
* 133 classes
* 3 school sites
* 159,474 pupil hours

Summer School (eLearning)

Ql classes

Night School
* 198credits earned
* 210 students (68 in language
classes)
* 4 school sites  * 18 courses
* 18,583 pupil hours

Credit
Totals

*678 credits earned
2016 - 2017

*782 students
CREDIT ACHIEVEMENT

4,628 students
4,853 credits earned

90 OSSD - diplomas earned

Literacy and Basic Skills

International Languages

10 school locations

* 2070 elementary students (1237 school year + 833 summer)
* 79 classes (51 school year + 28 summer)
* 14 languages
* 6 school sites

for Adults (MAESD)

* 95 learners (Adult Upgrading)

Non-Credit Programs

* 2 campuses (Oshawa & Ajax)

English as a Second Language
(ESL) & Language Instruction for
Newcomers to Canada (LINC) for
Adults (MCI)

* 800 unique adult learners (*can register for
multiple classes)

* 2 campuses

* 15 day, evening and summer classes

* 5,085 total hours of instruction

2016 — 2017

General Interest
* 80 participants
* 2 school sites * 7 classes

French JK-3
* 60 students (Sept-June)
* 17 students (Summer)

* 2 school sites * 5 classes

Literacy-Numeracy Program \
(After-School Instruction)

* 879 students (Gr. 7-12) * 10 school sites
* 6,010 total pupil hours * 30 cls

NON-CREDIT PROGRAMS

5,985 students
3 Provincial Ministries

Non-Credit
Totals

Literacy-Numeracy (Summer)
* 289 students (Gr. 6-8)

*950 students (Head Start) * 12 school sites

* 22,518 total pupil hours

* 21 classes /

28 school locations

d



Using Data to Tell Your Story
“

e MPLAR Assessment and Credit Accumulation Data
e Student Retention (ADE)
e Grad Rates (Correlation with MPLAR)

e Student Engagement (Student Voice Surveys)

x*
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Student Experience

"l had eight or so credits and thought | would have to
be in school for any additional two years, when in
reality | can be done in way less. | probably Would
have dropped out again had | not known this." *
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