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C o m p u lsor    y  C redits       ( total      o f  1 8 )

4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)

•  �The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) may be used to meet either the Grade 11 
or the Grade 12 English compulsory credit requirement.

•  �The Grade 11 Contemporary Aboriginal Voices course may be used to meet the Grade 11 English 
compulsory credit requirement.

•  �For English language learners the requirement may be met through earning a maximum of 3 credits 
in English as a second language (ESL) or English literacy development (ELD); the fourth credit must 
be a Grade 12 compulsory English course. 

3 credits in mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12)

2 credits in science

1 credit in the arts

•  �The Grade 9 Expressing Aboriginal Cultures course may be used to meet the compulsory credit 
requirement in the arts.

1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9)

1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10)

1 credit in French as a second language

•  �Students who have taken Native languages in place of French as a second language in elementary 
school may use a Level 1 or 2 Native language course to meet the compulsory credit requirement 
for French as a second language.

1 credit in health and physical education

0.5 credit in career studies

0.5 credit in civics

3 additional credits, consisting of 1 credit from each of the following groups: 

Group 1:  �English (including the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course), French as a second 
language, classical languages, international languages, Native languages, Canadian  
and world studies, Native studies, social sciences and humanities, guidance and career 
education, cooperative education

Group 2:  �French as a second language, the arts, business studies, health and physical education,  
cooperative education

Group 3:  �French as a second language, science (Grade 11 or 12), computer studies, technological 
education, cooperative education

Note: The following conditions apply to selections from the above three groups:
•  �A maximum of 2 credits in French as a second language may count as additional compulsory 

credits, 1 credit from Group 1, and 1 credit from either Group 2 or Group 3. 
•  �A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education may count as additional compulsory credits, 

selected from any of Groups 1, 2, or 3.
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APPENDIX 1

Summary of Diploma Requirements, 1974 to 1999

Requirements for the secondary school graduation diploma (SSGD) 
under Circular H.S. 1, 1974–1984

Note: The following table and all of the notes are taken from and refer to Circular  

H.S.1, 1979–81.

Students who began their secondary school program between 1974 and the  

beginning of the 1984–1985 school year may work towards the SSGD under  

Circular H.S.1. (They may also work towards the OSSD under OS/OSS.)

minimum number 
of credits

School year* in which the student 
began the first year of a secondary 

school program
Notes

1974–75
1975–76
1976–77

1977–78 1978–79

1979–80
1980–81
1981–82
1982–83
1983–84

For an SSGD including,
within this total, the following: 27 27 27 27

Students should be encouraged to enrich their 
programs by taking more than the minimum 27 
credit courses.

• from each area of study 3 3 3 3
Areas of study: Communications, Social and 
Environmental Studies, Pure and Applied  
Sciences and Arts

• from English studies 4 2 2
Courses in English language and literature that 
have as their major purpose the development of 
skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking

• from Canadian studies 2

Courses that have as their major purpose a  
study of some aspect of Canadian society be 
it historical, environmental, cultural, economic, 
political, geographic, or sociological

In required subjects: Students in occupational programs require  
a minimum of 4 credits, 2 of which must be  
in English.

See Appendix A in Circular H.S. 1 for further 
information

Intermediate division:
English (or anglais) 2 2 2
mathematics 2 2 2
science 1 1 1
Canadian history 1 1
Canadian geography 1 1
Canadian history

 
or 
Canadian history and 
Canadian geography } 2

or
1 each

Senior division:
English (or anglais) 2

* In this document the school year is considered as beginning on September 1 of one year and ending on August 31 of the following year.
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Requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)
under OSIS, 1984–1999

Note: The following table and all of the notes are taken from and refer to Ontario  

Schools, Intermediate and Senior Divisions (Grades 7–12/OACs): Program and  

Diploma Requirements, 1989 (OSIS).

Students who began their secondary school program between 1984 and the beginning 

of the 1999–2000 school year* may work towards the OSSD under OSIS or OS/OSS.

* In this document the school year is considered as beginning on September 1 of one year and ending on August 31 of the following year.

minimum number 
of credits Notes

For an OSSD including, within this total, 
the following: 30

Students may choose to take more than 30 credits, especially  
students who are incorporating OACs into their programs.

In required subjects: • The listing of subjects under areas of study no longer applies. 
• The principal may grant a substitution for up to 2 compulsory 

credits, and up to 4 compulsory credits for students identified as 
exceptional.  

English (or français) 5 The 5 compulsory credits in English (or français) will include at  
least 2 credits from Grade 11, 12, and/or OACs.

French as a second language  
(or anglais)

1

mathematics 2
science 2
Canadian geography 1
Canadian history 1
additional social science (Senior) 1

See Appendix B in OSIS, 1989, for further information. arts 1
business studies or technological  
studies

1

physical and health education 1




