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QUÉBEC-ONTARIO EQUIVALENCIES 

Québec Secondary Education 

Secondary school offers five years of general education, divided into two cycles. Cycle One, 
which lasts three years, enables students to consolidate the learning acquired in elementary 
school and to begin to think about their career options. From the third year on, optional subjects 
are added to the general curriculum, giving students the opportunity to explore various subject 
areas (sciences, arts, etc.). At the end of the fifth year of secondary education, students are 
awarded a Secondary School Diploma (SSD) that provides access to college, but does not lead 
directly to university. 1 

Various vocational training programs leading to a trade are offered in Cycle Two. Some of these 
programs start in the third year of secondary school and allow young people and adults to earn a 
Diploma of Vocational Studies (DVS) and then, if they so choose, an Attestation of Vocational 
Specialization (AVS). After Secondary Three, students may also enrol in a program leading to an 
Attestation of Vocational Education (AVE) in order to prepare for a semiskilled occupation. 2 

Grade Equivalencies 

Secondary I = Grade 7 (Ontario) 
Secondary II = Grade 8 (Ontario) 
Secondary III = Grade 9 (Ontario) 
Secondary IV = Grade 10 (Ontario) 
Secondary V = Grade 11 (Ontario) 
CEGEP 1 = Grade 12 (Ontario) 

3

1

2

3

  http://www.gouv.qc.ca/portail/quebec/pgs/commun/portrait/education/secondaire/?lang=en 

  http://www.gouv.qc.ca/portail/quebec/pgs/commun/portrait/education/secondaire/?lang=en      
  MELS, Certification of studies, p. 8,11 

http://www.gouv.qc.ca/portail/quebec/pgs/commun/portrait/education/secondaire/?lang=en
http://www.gouv.qc.ca/portail/quebec/pgs/commun/portrait/education/secondaire/?lang=en
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A variety of academic avenues
4
 

The education system is made up of public and private French and English educational 

institutions. Québec's education system has four levels: elementary (which also includes 

preschool), secondary, college and university. Education is free at the elementary, secondary 

and college levels. University students are required to pay tuition, which is relatively low by North 

American standards. 

Québec School System 

4 from the MELS website, but no longer available 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA (SSD) 

General Education, Secondary I to V 

54 CREDITS (UNITS) in secondary IV and V are required to obtain a SSD 
o 1 credit (unit) = 20 to 25 hours of instruction
o 1 course has 1, 2, 3, 4 or 6 credits (units)
o Credit values within subject areas (unit):

o Language of Instruction = 6 credits (units)
o English, for English Schools
o French, for French Schools

o Mathematics = 6 credits (units)
o Sciences = 4 credits (units)
o Second Language = 4 credits (units)
o History = 4 credits (units)
o Geography = 4 credits (units)
o Other subjects = 1, 2, 3 or 4 credits (units)

1 credit (unit) = .25 credit (Ontario) 
2 or 3 credits (units) = .5 credit (Ontario) 
4 or 6 credits (units) = 1 credit (Ontario) 

DIPLOMA OF VOCATIONAL STUDIES (DVS) 

Vocational Training Programs for Adults (PSW, accounting, nutrition, etc.) 

 These programs may count toward credits for the SSD

 These credits may be granted in the PLAR grade 11 and 12 equivalency process based
on the number of units represented by the last digit of the course code.

Transcript5 

Transcript 3 
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COURSE CODE SYSTEM IN QUÉBEC 

Secondary School Education: Youth under 18 Years of Age 

General Education Path  

Example of a 6 digit course code  128 316 

128 3 1 6 

3 first numbers 4th number 5th number 6th number

Subject Grade Difficulty Level 
Number of credits 

(units) 

Course Code 

(On the transcript, 
the course name is 
always written 
beside the course 
code.)  

Secondary I, 
II, III, IV, V 

1 = general 
2 = advanced 
3, 4 = enriched 
0 = open 

A course can have 1, 
2, 3, 4, or 6 credits 

 If 0, check the number 
in the “UN” column.  

Transcript Grouping of 
Course Codes:  

The last number of the 
first course code=the 
total credits. The other 
three course codes 
end in 0 indicating no 
credits because they 
are included in the first 
course code. 

Example of Course 
Grouping: 
128316 = 

 128360 
   128370 
   128380 

Since 1995, this number 
has no specific 
signification 

128316 is a 
French course 

128316 is a 
Secondary 
III course 

Since 1995, this number has no specific significationBefore 1995 :  
128316 was a general 
level course 

128316 is a 6 credit 
(units) course 

Transcript 1 

Transcript 1 
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Adult Secondary: 18 Years and Over 

Adult General Education Path  

Before 1995 
Example of a 6 digit course code, 3 letters and 3 numbers: GMG – 131 

GMG 1 3 1 
3 first letters 1

st number 2
nd number 3

rd
 number 

Subject Nothing Grade Nothing 

Course Code 

(On the transcript, 
the course name 
is always written 
beside the course 
code.)  

Of no signification Secondary I, II, III, 
IV, V  

Of no signification 

Refer to the credit value 
within subject areas or 
check the number in the 
“UN” column. 

GMG – 131 is a 
Mathematics 
course 

GMG – 131 is a 
Secondary III 
course 

GMG – 131 is a 
Mathematics course of 
6 credits (per the Credit 
Scale) 

Since 1995 

Example of an 8 digit course code  3 letters and 5 numbers: CHE – 3034-3 

CHE 3 034 3 

3 first letters 1
st

 number 
2

nd , 3
rd and 4

th

number 
5

th
 number 

Subject Grade Code for the course 
Number of credits 

(units) 

Abbreviation of 
course name 

B = literacy* 
P = pre-secondary 
Sec I, II, III, IV, V 

Course code, for 
internal purposes 

Can be 1, 2, 3, 4 
or 6 

CHE – 3034-3 is a 
chemistry course 

CHE – 3034-3 is a 
secondary III course 

CHE– 3034-3 
 034 is an internal code 
for the course 

CHE– 3034-3 is a 
3 credit (units) 
course 

Transcript 1 

Transcript 2 

Transcript 1 

* 
Transcript 3 
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PASSING MARK 

Before 1982: the passing mark =50% 
Since 1982: the passing mark =60%

• In 1982, the Ministry implemented a passing mark of 60%. The gradual and full
implementation was completed over 5 years beginning with year one implementation at
Secondary I.

• Always check the final mark on the Report Card or on the Transcript because the credits
may be identified even if the course was a failure.

Most of the time, an (*) is indicated in the credits’ column to indicate a failure. 

PLAR / MATURITY CREDITS 

• In Québec, there are no maturity credits. Instead, students must take equivalency exams,
either per grade or per subject.

• The student who succeeds receives the corresponding credits and the
status ACC (accordé = granted), or SUC (succès=successful) appears on the transcript.

• The student who fails does not receive credits, and the status ECH or ECHEC (échec =
failure) appears on the transcript.

• Since 1995, a student may choose to do only the Sec IV or V test and when it is passed,
the student receives the credits of the preceding years. In the Adult General Education
pathway, equivalency for a course in a lower grade is granted for the successful
completion of certain courses only. 5

The following pages present 3 bilingual transcripts, followed by 
the Transcripts numbered 1 to 8 referred to in the preceding 
pages. 

5 MELS, Certification of Studies, section 6.1.1 

Transcripts 4 5 6 

Transcript 7 

Transcripts 2,3,4 

More information on Report Cards, Transcripts and Diplomas is available on the MELS  website at: 
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/en/parents-and-guardians/report-card-transcript-diploma/achievement-record/ 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/en/parents-and-guardians/report-card-transcript-diploma/achievement-record/
Lucie
Rectangle 
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Bilingual transcript 
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Bilingual transcript 
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This transcript is from an English school but all information is in French. 
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Transcript 1 
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Transcript 2 
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Transcript 3 
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Transcript 4 
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Transcript 5 
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 Transcript 6 
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Transcript 7 
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REPORT CARDS 

As of 2011, Québec has one standard report card. The Hautes-Rivières School Board created a 
brochure to provide an overview of the report card to both parents and students. Below are 
examples of a few sections, in French only:

Transcript 8 
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6

6 http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-
503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf 

http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf
http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf
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On report cards and transcripts, when courses are grouped together, the mark is calculated 
based on a weighting process established by the MELSQ.  

The website below outlines the report card category weightings and wording 
used in reporting. 

https://www7.mels.gouv.qc.ca/dc/evaluation/index_en.php?page=report-card-weightings-and-
wording-sec 

For example: 

The following pages provide examples of older version report 
cards. 

Report Card 1 

Transcript 5

https://www7.mels.gouv.qc.ca/dc/evaluation/index_en.php?page=report-card-weightings-and-wording-sec
https://www7.mels.gouv.qc.ca/dc/evaluation/index_en.php?page=report-card-weightings-and-wording-sec
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Report Card 1
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Report Card 2 
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 Report Card 3 
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To Obtain Copies of Report Cards and Transcripts: 

Report Cards for Secondary I, II and III youth are available at the last school attended. 

 The student must contact the school directly to obtain a copy.

Transcripts for Secondary IV and V youth: 

 Must be requested from the Ministry of Education (because of the provincial tests)

 Wait time is 2 to 3 weeks

Report cards and transcripts from an adult program: 

 Can be obtained from the last school attended or from the Ministry of Education

 Wait time is 2 to 3 weeks

REQUESTS FOR OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 

Any person who has received a diploma, a statement of marks or an achievement 
record since 1966 can obtain a new copy of these documents. The appropriate 
form is only available on the French Web site: 

On the English Website, 
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/en/school-administrators-public-and-private-schools/
students/diplomas/
only an EMAIL, a postal address and a Fax number are available :

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/
EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/Formulaire_DemandeReleveDiplome_s.pdf

Direction de la sanction des études 
Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport 
675, boulevard René-Lévesque Est Aile 
René-Lévesque, 4e étage 
Québec (Québec) G1R 6C8 
Tel: 418-643-1761 
Fax: 418-644-6909 

These requests must include the following information: 

 first and last name

 date of birth

 current address

 father’s first name

 mother’s first and maiden name

 exact name of school attended

 grades and years attended

 city or town where school was located

NOTE: The institution attended by the student can issue a statement of marks or an attestation for 
studies not certified by ministerial examinations. 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/en/school-administrators-public-and-private-schools/students/diplomas/
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/Formulaire_DemandeReleveDiplome_s.pdf
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8

8 MELS, Certification of Studies, Forms section (p. 212)
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/GuideDeGestion2012_DSE_ang_s.pdf 

This previous form can still be found in the 2012  Certification of Studies Guide, still available 
on the Website

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/GuideDeGestion2012_DSE_ang_s.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/GuideDeGestion2012_DSE_ang_s.pdf
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COURSE EQUIVALENCIES 

It is very difficult to establish exact equivalencies between Ontario and Québec courses as the 
content of courses is quite different. Below are charts of equivalencies established by different 
organizations.  

Credit Equivalency Resource Package 

The document «Credit Equivalency Resource Package» was prepared in 2008, (English version 
only) to compare the Ontario curriculum for English, Mathematics and Science with the parallel 
curriculums of the other Canadian provinces. The comparison charts include valuable 
information such as: course codes, course implementation dates, number of instructional hours, 
overall general information, course descriptions and overviews of assessment and evaluation 
practices. 

The following rubric could be useful in guiding decisions for granting credit equivalency: 

 Very Limited Relationship: many overall expectations are missing; student may be very
challenged in subsequent courses that build from this course.

 Considerable Relationship: several overall expectations are not met, but generally
thorough coverage of expectations is evident in course or in its prerequisite courses.

 Strong Relationship: all or almost all overall expectations are met; thorough coverage of
expectations is evident in course or its prerequisite courses.
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Results of Course Comparison within the Above Document 

QUÉBEC Correspondance ONTARIO 

English 

Secondary Year 4 English or SELA IV, 630-416 or ENG-4061-3 and 
ENG-4062-3 (two term courses)  

considerable ENG3G 

Secondary Year 4 English or SELA IV, 630-416 or ENG-4061-3 and 
ENG-4062-3 (two term courses)  

considerable ENG3E 

Secondary Year 4 English or SELA IV, 630-416 or ENG-4061-3 and 
ENG-4062-3 (two term courses)  

considerable ENG3U 

Secondary Year 5 English or SELA V (English as a First Language) 
630-516 or as two parts ENG-5061-3 and ENG-5062-3  

considerable ENG4C 

Secondary Year 5 English or SELA V (English as a First Language) 
630-516 or as two parts ENG-5061-3 and ENG-5062-3  

considerable ENG4E 

Secondary Year 5 English or SELA V (English as a First Language) 
630-516 or as two parts ENG-5061-3 and ENG-5062-3  

considerable ENG4U 

Mathematics 

Mathematics 514 very limited MEL3E 

Mathematics 536 very limited MHF4U 

Mathematics 536 considerable MCR3U 

Mathematics 526 considerable MBF3C 

Mathematics 526 very limited MCT4C 

Science 

Chemistry 534 (CHE-5041-2, CHE-5042-2, CHE-5043-2) considerable SCH4U 

Physics 534 (PHS-5041-2, PHS-5042-2, PHS-5043-2) considerable SPH3U 

General Biology 534 strong SBI4U 

Geology 552 – 534 Cycle Two (Grade 10 & 11) strong SES4U 

Physical Science 416 (Cycle Two – Grade 10, 11) very limited SNC3E 

Physical Science 416 (Cycle Two – Grade 10, 11) very limited SNC3M 

Tools and Methods of Science 532 TMS 532 (Cycle Two – Grade 
10, 11)  

very limited SNC3M 
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Equivalencies Established by Colleges 

Reference: La Cité Collégiale, Collège Boréal and Algonquin College 

ONTARIO 
QUÉBEC 

(The comma = or) 

Français    FRA3C Français 132-406 

Français    FRA3U Français 128-486 

Français    FRA4C Français 129-536 

Français    FRA4U Français 132-506 

Anglais    EAE3C Anglais 136-506 

Anglais    EAE3U 
Anglais 134-504,156-544, 

Anglais 544 

Anglais    EAE4C Anglais 136-506 

Anglais    EAE4U Anglais 134-504 

English    ENG4C 
ENG-5061-3 & ENG-5062-3, 

630-516, 632-506, 612-536 

Mathematics    MFM2P 
Math 063-404, 

Math 416 

Mathematics    MBF3C 
Math 063-504, 068-516, 

Math 514 

Mathematics    MCF3M 
Math 064-406, 065-406, 

Math 426  

Mathematics   MCR3U 
Math 064-406, 065-506, 

Math 436, 536  

Mathematics  MAP4C, MCT4C 
Math 064-506, 065-506, 

Math 526   

Mathematics   MHF4U, MCB4U 

Math 064-506, 065-506,  

Math 536,  

Math 201 (Cegep) 

Biology   SBI3C, SBI3U 

Biology 055-404, 058-404, 

BIO-5005-6, 

GBA-151, 

Biology  534 

y

Chemistry    SCH3U, SCH4C 

Chemistry 051-504, 

CHE-5008-6,  

GCH-151, 

Chemistry 534  

Chemistry 202 (Cegep) 

y Physics   SPH3C Physics   058-404 

Physics    SPH3U, SPH4C 

Physics   053-504, 054-584 

GPY-151,  

PHY-5001-6, 

Physics   534 
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CEGEP de l’Outaouais 

The next two documents (from CEGEP de l’Outaouais) identify Math and Science courses that 
are equivalent between Ontario and Québec.  The first document identifies the minimum course 
requirements that align with Québec curriculum requirements and the second document 
identifies course equivalencies. 
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MELSQ 

This document is not available in English 

The document « Correspondance entre les programmes d’études du secteur de l’enseignement 
secondaire (jeunes) et les programmes offerts à l’éducation des adultes » prepared by adult 
education administration in partnership with community input from the MELS compares the 
Québec adult and youth curriculum course content. This detailed analysis of each course 
curriculum allows for potential identification of alignments and equivalencies with the Ontario 
course curriculums. 

Example page 19 
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ADULT EDUCATION IN QUÉBEC : GENERAL 
INFORMATION

THE SECONDARY SCHOOL GENERAL EDUCATION DIPLOMA FOR ADULTS 
REQUIREMENTS (Plan A3): 

The Minister shall award a Secondary School Diploma to adults who earn at least 54 credits at 
the Secondary IV or V level including at least 20 credits at the Secondary V level, and among 
those 54 credits, the following credits: 

(1) 12 credits in language of instruction, including at least 6 at the Secondary V level; 
(2) 8 credits in second language, including at least 4 at the Secondary V level; 
(3) 4 credits in a Secondary IV or Secondary V program of studies established by the 

Minister in the subject area of Social Sciences; and 
(4) 8 credits in a Secondary IV or Secondary V program of studies established by the 

Minister in the subject area of Mathematics, Science and Technology, including 4 
in Mathematics. 

The number of credits earned in language of instruction and in second language may not 
exceed 36. 
Credits earned at the Secondary IV and V levels are taken into account when awarding the 
diploma, that is, credits earned for elective subjects in General Education Path programs or a 
Vocational Training program path leading to a Diploma of Vocational Studies or in a Vocational 
Training program path leading to an Attestation of Vocational Specialization.9 

The following pages illustrate examples of the SSD and of a few 
equivalent documents. 

9 MELS, Certification of studies, p. 29 
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 SSD (Québec DES) issued by the MELS 

SSD (Québec DES) issued by the MEQ 
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Certificate of Education (Québec CES) issued by the MEQ 

Ministry letter for a Secondary V  
Equivalency from a private college 
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ADULT EDUCATION ATTESTATIONS AND CERTIFICATES FOR GENERAL EDUCATION 
PATH REQUIREMENTS 

ATTESTATION OF EQUIVALENCE OF SECONDARY V STUDIES  - (secondary 5) 

To receive an Attestation of Equivalence of Secondary V Studies (AESS), adults must pass the 
following tests: 

In the French Sector 

 two tests in French language of instruction français ,French grammar and comprehension)

 three of five other tests in the series (anglais, Mathematics, Social Sciences, Economics and
Natural Sciences)

In the English Sector 

 the two tests in English, language of instruction (English, Grammar and English
Comprehension)

 French as a second language test (French)

 two of four other tests in the series (Mathematics, Social Sciences, Economics and Natural
Sciences)10

The Above Certificate: 

 allows entry to all DVS (Diploma of Vocational Studies) programs offered in Québec
(Québec DEP)

 allows access to employment opportunities that require « Secondaire 5 » or its equivalent

 allows for registration in Canadian Forces (selected programs)

ATTESTATION OF EQUIVALENCY OF SECONDARY V STUDIES (QUÉBEC « AENS ») 

10 MELS, Certification of studies, section 2.3.1 
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Example of former Québec «AENS» under the Québec Ministry of Education (MEQ) 
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TRAINING CERTIFICATE IN SOCIO-VOCATIONAL INTEGRATION OF ADULTS     
(Québec CFISA- Certificat de formation en insertion socioprofessionnelle des adultes) 

On the recommendation of the school board, the Minister awards a Training Certificate in Socio-
vocational Integration of Adults to individuals who, after passing the preparatory courses for secondary 
education in language of instruction, Mathematics and second language, have successfully completed a 
program in socio-vocational integration of 900 hours, broken down as follows: 

(1) 200 hours aimed at developing employability and socio-vocational skills 
(2) 600 hours of experiential training in socio-vocational integration 
(3) 100 hours broken down according to the adult’s learning plan11

This Certificate: 

 allows entry into programs designed to support employability

 facilitates access to the workplace

Sample CFISA Certificates  (Certificate in Socio-vocational Intergration of Adults) 

11 MELS, Certification of studies, section 2.3.2 
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TRAINING CERTIFICATE FOR A SEMISKILLED TRADE (TCST) 
(Québec CFMS: Certificat de Formation à un Métier Semi-spécialisé) 

On the recommendation of the school board, the Minister awards a Training Certificate for a 
Semiskilled Trade, with mention of the trade, to adults who have completed the training of not 
less than 900 hours and have successfully completed the practical training component for the 
semiskilled trade of not less than 450 hours, as follows: 

(1) General Education: 
a) 200 hours in the language of instruction (English or French)
b) 100 hours in the second language (French or English)
c) 150 hours in Mathematics

(2) Practical Training: 
a) 75 hours in Preparation for the Job Market
b) 375 hours in Preparation for a Semiskilled Trade12

This Certificate: 

 Allows entry to certain DVS (Diploma of Vocational Studies) programs offered in Québec
(Québec DEP)

 Allows access to employment in semi-skilled trades

 Serves as a pathway to Québec’s Secondary Education Cycle Two

Sample CFMS Certificates 

12 MELS, Certification of studies, section 2.3.3 
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CERTIFICATE OF EQUIVALENCE OF SECONDARY STUDIES (CESS) 
(Québec CEES) 

The GED tests developed by the General Educational Development Testing Service (GEDTS) 
are intended for adults who have not completed their secondary school studies. They measure 
candidates’ general knowledge and skills, as well as their ability to analyze and synthesize 
information. 

There are five GED tests, each of which is available in both English and French. 

GEN50058 GED Test d’écriture   GST50058 GED Language Arts Writing Test 
GEN50067 GED Test de lecture  GST50067 GED Language Arts Reading Test 
GEN50077 GED Test de mathématique  GST50077 GED Mathematics Test 
GEN50087 GED Test de sciences  GST50087 GED Science Test 
GEN50097 GED Test de sciences humaines GST50097 GED Social Studies Test 

Although the tests are available in both languages, an adult must pass all of the tests in the same series 
in the same language in order to receive a Certificate of Equivalence of Secondary Studies (CESS).13

This Certificate Allows the Adult: 

 To accumulate elective credits required for the SSD (Québec DES)

 To be awareded the Certificate of Equivalence of Secondary Studies (Québec CEES)

 To meet employment application requirements

 To qualify for admission for certain vocational study programs (DVS) (Québec DEP)

 To qualify for admission into certain college programs that require SSD equivalency

 To qualify for admission to certain technical programs (Québec AEC).

Sample CESS Certificate of Equivalence of Secondary Studies 

13 MELS, Certification of studies, section 2.3.5 
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DIPLOMA OF VOCATIONAL STUDIES (DVS) REQUIREMENTS (Québec DEP) 

DIPLOMA OF VOCATIONAL STUDIES 

The Diploma of Vocational Studies (DVS) is awarded to students who have successfully met all the 
admission requirements for the program of study and who have earned all the credits in the program. 
Credits are granted for the acquisition of each component in a program of study. They appear on the 
achievement record (listing the certified competencies) and on the statement of competencies (attesting 
that the student has developed all of the competencies in a program of study), if applicable.  

These credits may count as optional course credits for the Secondary School Diploma.14

Sample DVS Diploma 

14 MELS, Certification of studies, section 2.4.1 
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ATTESTATION OF VOCATIONAL SPECIALIZATION (AVS) 
(Québec ASP) 

A learner, having completed a DVS (Diploma of Vocational Studies), may, continue professional 
training in order to acquire a certificate of Attestation of Vocational Specialization (AVS).  
The pathway to earning an Attestation of Vocational Specialization consists of a complementary 
study program in addition to the original DVS program. This program leads to a specialization in 
an identified trade/profession. The learner must succeed all program components in order for the 
Ministry to issue the AVS (300 to 900 hours). 15 

This certificate which references the specific area of specialization may also be credited to the 
course units required to obtain the SSD. 

Sample AVS Certificate (Québec ASP) 

Sample report that accompanies the AVS certificate: 

15 http://www.arrondissement.com/tout-get-document/u1033-attestation-specialisation-professionnelle-(asp) 

http://www.arrondissement.com/tout-get-document/u1033-attestation-specialisation-professionnelle-(asp)
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Secondary School Vocational Certificate (SSVC) 

The SSVC with mention of the area of trade specialization was issued as of 1989. It certified a 
vocational training program for students who were admitted according to specific age 
requirements and level of learning in Secondary III, IV or V.  

This certificate with mention was abolished on September 2, 1993. A duplicate of a certificate 
that has already been issued may be reprinted for persons who make a request. 

Students who obtained an SSVC with mention may obtain a Diploma of Vocational Studies in place of 
this certificate if a new program leading to a DVS has kept the same course content as that for the 
SSVC certificate; students must apply for a DVS to the Direction de la sanction des études.16 

Sample SSVC Certificate 

16 MELS, Certification of studies, section 8.2.2 
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SSD (Québec DES) Equivalent Documents 

The following pages list the documents that are equivalent to the SSD issued by the 
Département d’instruction publique (DIP) until 1964 and by the Ministère de l’éducation du 
Québec (MEQ) until 2005. 
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17

18

17 MELS, Manual For The Verification Of The Requirements For Admission To Vocational Education Programs, p. 16 

18 MELS, Manual For The Verification Of The Requirements For Admission To Vocational Education Programs, p. 7 
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COURSE CODES 

SAGE Codes (alphanumeric codes) 19

Within the list of SAGE alphanumeric codes, the MEQ creates alphanumeric codes that are 
reserved for institutional (local) programs. These programs are deemed to be elective subjects 
and their credits are counted toward a SSD. 

Clearly, the MEQ cannot create a distinct course code for every course an institution may 
require. Instead, it uses an economical and effective method that adequately responds to 
temporary or specific needs of educational institutions. Thus a single SAGE code can be used 
for various contents, centres and school boards successively or simultaneously. Institutions must 
use SAGE local program codes to report adult enrollments and marks. 

For example, the identifier codes for English as a Second Language courses ANG-5071-1, 
ANG-5072-2, ANG-5073-3 and ANG-5074-4 are intended for institutional (local) programs. In 
each of these codes, the three-letter prefix designates the subject, the first digit indicates 
Secondary V, the following three digits are used for the long-term management of these codes in 
SAGE, and the final digit corresponds to the number of hours and credits assigned to the 
program. 

An exhaustive list of Course Codes are to be found in the document :SERVICES ET 
PROGRAMMES D’ÉTUDES, Formation générale des adultes 2012-2013, Document 
administratif  (not available in English):  

pages 16 to 24 : Annexe 1 - Cours des programmes d’études du nouveau curriculum 
(Courses from the new curriculum) 

pages 25 to 60 : Annexe 2  - Cours des programmes d’études en vigueur 
(Courses from other programs) 

(Internet Address in Reference Section) 

example p. 34 

19
 Gouvernement du Québec, Ministère de l’Éducation, 2005, Guide to Drafting Institutional Programs, p. 3 
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CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 20

In Québec the certification of studies system is responsible for the rules and regulations that 
govern the requirements related to the certificate and diploma requirements. 

20 MELS, Certification of Studies, section 2 
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International Equivalencies of School Grades 
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REFERENCES AND RESOURCES

General Information 

Ministère de l'Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport (Ministry of Education) 
1035, rue De La Chevrotière, 28e étage 
Québec (Québec)  G1R 5A5 

Monday to Friday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Telephone : 418 643-7095 
1-800 Number: 1 866 747-6626 
Fax : 418 646-6561 

Website for the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport : 
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/en/home/

Website: Direction de l’éducation des adultes et de l’action communautaire (Adult 
Education) (in French only)    http://cdeacf.ca/efa

Website : Recognition of prior learning and competencies (RPLC), MELSQ
http://reconnaissancedesacquis.ca/en/rplc-in-brief/about/

Documents: 

Bulletin secondaire CSDHR (Secondary School Report Card CSDHR) 
http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-

503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf 

not available in English 

A brochure from the Hautes-Rivières School Board that explains the new report card. 

Cahier d'attribution des équivalences pour des acquis scolaires obtenus au Canada, 
à l'extérieur du Québec - Document 2009 - Sanction des études (Workbook with educational 
equivalencies for credits earned in Canada outside of Québec) 
not available in English 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/
Sanction_etudes/CahierAttribEquivAcquisScolCanada.pdf 

This resource contains : 
– Part 1 : General Regulations for provinces and territories
– Part 2 : Specific regulations for each province and territory

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/en/home/
http://cdeacf.ca/
http://reconnaissancedesacquis.ca/en/rplc-in-brief/about/
http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf
http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf
http://www.csdhr.qc.ca/public/1960e5c2-5d45-4d31-9b0b-503c4f8d4cb4/services/enseignement_aux_jeunes/bulletin/bulletin_secondaire_csdhr.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/CahierAttribEquivAcquisScolCanada.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/sections/publications/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/CahierAttribEquivAcquisScolCanada.pdf
http://cdeacf.ca/efa
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CONDITIONS D’ADMISSION  (ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS - College) 
Programmes d’études conduisant au diplôme d’études collégiales Janvier 2013 
(Study program leading to a college diploma January 2013) 
not available in English 

http://www2.csdm.qc.ca/CCP/pdf/ConditionsAdm_ProgEtudesCondDEC_Janvier_2013.pdf

This document provides overall general and specific admission requirements for college 
programs, outlines the secondary school programs that satisfy eligibility requirements, provides 
a list of Charlemagne course codes from the General Education Program path for youth, as well 
as the overall General Education training for adults and the requirements to achieve a SSD. 

Correspondance entre les programmes d’études du secteur de l’enseignement secondaire 
(jeunes) et les programmes offerts à l’éducation des adultes 
(Correspondence between study programs from the youth and the adult sectors) 
not available in English 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/FPT_FC/
Educ_adultes_action_communautaire/FBD_CorrespondanceJeunes_mars2010.pdf

This document provides equivalency tables between study programs from both the youth 
secondary school programs and the programs offered through Adult Education. The charts 
include both francophone and anglophone codes as appropriate.  

Credit Equivalency Resource Package 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/september2008/Introduction.pdf

This credit equivalency package provides a comparison of the alignment between senior-level 
Ontario secondary school credit courses and senior-level secondary school credit courses in 
other Canadian jurisdictions. The information is intended to help guidance 
counsellors/department heads/program coordinators in adult and continuing education 
programs, under the direction of a principal, to make decisions about granting credit equivalency 
for these credits. 

Document d'information sur les services de reconnaissances des acquis extrascolaires, 
Direction de la formation générale des adultes  (Information document regarding prior 
learning, Adult Continuing Education) 
not available in English 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/FPT_FC/
Educ_adultes_action_communautaire/Politiques/acquis2002.pdf

This document explains the services related to the recognition of extracurricular learning. 

http://www2.csdm.qc.ca/CCP/pdf/ConditionsAdm_ProgEtudesCondDEC_Janvier_2013.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/sections/publications/publications/Ens_Sup/Affaires_universitaires_collegiales/Ens_collegial/ConditionsAdm_ProgEtudesCondDEC_Janvier_2013.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/FPT_FC/Educ_adultes_action_communautaire/FBD_CorrespondanceJeunes_mars2010.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/september2008/Introduction.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/FPT_FC/Educ_adultes_action_communautaire/Politiques/acquis2002.pdf
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Guide d'élaboration des programmes d'études d'établissement 
(Programmes locaux)   (Guide to Drafting Institutional Programs Local Programs) 
not available in English 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/
Formation_jeunes/41-7007.pdf

This guide is intended to help designers of institutional (local) programs to draft competency-
based programs, such as those currently in use in the school system. 

La formation professionnelle, Guide d’accompagnement pour l’analyse des conditions 
d’admission 
http://inforoutefpt.org/ministere_docs/adminInfo/GuideAccompCondAdm.pdf

This guide is aimed at providing educational systems all data and references believed to be 
essential in the analysis of educational credentials required for admission to vocational 
programs. 

English – The most similar 
MANUAL FOR THE VERIFICATION OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
http://www3.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fpt/RegimeFP/guideAdm/OG00GuideCondAdmAngl0112.pdf 

Secondary Education in Canada: A Student TransferGuide - Québec 
http://www.cmec.ca/docs/2008-09-transfer-guide-qc.pdf 

Secondary Education in Canada: A Student TransferGuide – Québec provides information 
relative to the secondary study program in Québec. The intention is to provide Québec schools 
with guidance regarding the academic placement of students from other provinces or territories. 
The goal is to ensure as much as possible academic continuity in the students’ secondary 
programs. It is composed of two parts: a summary statement and a summary of course content. 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Formation_jeunes/41-7007.pdf
http://inforoutefpt.org/ministere_docs/adminInfo/GuideAccompCondAdm.pdf
http://www3.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fpt/RegimeFP/guideAdm/OG00GuideCondAdmAngl0112.pdf
http://www.cmec.ca/docs/2008-09-transfer-guide-qc.pdf
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CERTIFICATION OF STUDIES  
Administrative Guide for the Certification of Studies and Management of Ministerial 
Examinations: General Education, Youth Sector, General Education, Adult Sector Vocational 
Training. 2012 Edition 
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/
Sanction_etudes/GuideDeGestion2012_DSE_ang_s.pdf

The Administrative Guide for the Certification of Studies and Management of Ministerial 
Examinations sets out the administrative regulations that school boards and other educational 
institutions must apply with respect to the evaluation and certification of programs of study. The 
rules governing the certification of secondary school studies in the youth General Education 
path, in the adult General Education path and in the vocational training path have been 
combined into one document. 

SERVICES AND PROGRAMS OF STUDY  
Adult General Education 2012-2013 , ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENT 
http://collections.banq.qc.ca/ark:/52327/bs2238956 

This document presents a portrait of all the services and Programs of Study provided under 
Adult General Education (AGE). More specifically, it provides complementary information on the 
Basic adult general education regulation (BAGER) and includes schedules with lists of the 
courses in the Adult General Education programs of study. In addition, boxed texts provide 
further details about particular sections 

TABLES OF CORRESPONDING CODES FOR MATHEMATICS COURSES 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/temp/DFGA/Mathematique/
correspondances_09_07.pdf 

The enclosed document includes tables of course codes for the 2004 math program 
and the corresponding course codes for the equivalent math programs in the adult 
and youth sectors from previous years. 

http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/GuideDeGestion2012_DSE_ang_s.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/sections/publications/publications/EPEPS/Sanction_etudes/GuideDeGestion2012_DSE_ang_s.pdf
http://collections.banq.qc.ca/ark:/52327/bs2238956
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/sections/publications/publications/FPT_FC/Educ_adultes_action_communautaire/DocInfoServProgEtudesFGA2012-2013_a.pdf
http://www.mels.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/temp/DFGA/Mathematique/correspondances_09_07.pdf



