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PLAR-

The Big Picture



PPM 132- Mature PLAR

An Eligible student may earn up to 26*equivalent credits

• Up to 16   9/10 PLE (Prior Learning Equivalent) Credits  (Through Written 
assignments)

• Up to 10 11/12 EQV Credits (Equivalency and Challenge)

THE **FINAL FOUR CREDITS MUST BE EARNED:

• Grade 11 English

• Grade 12 English

• Grade 11 Math

• Grade 11 or 12 Computer Studies, Science, Tech or Math (can be substituted)

Plus literacy (course or test) and 0-40 community service hours (principal's 
discretion)
*up to 29 EQV’s (16 9/10, and 13 EQV’s) if a student has a completed diploma or degree from an accredited Canadian Post Secondary 
Institution

** Students with a completed diploma or degree - 1 credit at grade 11/12
3



The PLAR-Process 

1. Intake/Eligibility/Orientation
Application(s)

Determination of eligibility and # of Equivalent credits

2. Assessment
English, math, science, geography, history (9/10) 

Evaluation of credentials/documentation – SECA (11/12) 

3. Recording
Cumulative Tracking Record, Student Management System

4. Reporting- OnSIS

4



Step 1:  Who is eligible for PLAR?

Mature students who started grade 9 in 1999-2000 
(OSS) or later, and new students to Ontario secondary 
school system after Feb. 1, 2004

● At least 18 on or after January 01 of current school 
year up to and including August 31

● Registered in a credit course with the purpose of 
obtaining the OSSD

● Less than 26 credits*
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Eligibility Sample #1

6

D.O.B. Feb 20, 2004



Grad Summary #1
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18 on or after January 01?

Registering in a credit course?

Fewer than 26 credits?



• Register the student 

• Check Mature student/PLAR flag in your 
student management system (SMS)*

• Add Zero PLE (Prior Learning Equivalent 
credits) to your student management 
system
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Step 1: STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE!!!
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● Is the Student Eligible?

● How many 9/10 credits were earned 
prior to mature student status?

● How many 9/10 equivalent credits is the 
student eligible for? (up to 16 -  not to 
exceed 26 eqv credits in total)

● Which assessments are required?

● How many 11/12 credits were earned 
prior to mature student status?

● How many credits were earned post 
mature student status?

● How many 11/12 equivalent credits is 
the student eligible for? (up to 10 - not to 
exceed 26 eqv credits in total)

● Final diploma requirements?
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Pathway Planning Tool- Grade 9/10
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Student # 1

9/10 Assessment
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How many 9/10 credits earned prior to 
mature student status? 12
How many 9/10 equivalent credits the 
student is eligible for?

Math
Science 

Which assessments are required?
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PPT - Grade 9/10 
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Distribution of PLE’s  - Cumulative 
Tracking Record
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Grad summary with PLE’s
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Student #1 - 9/10 Assessment completed

16

Grade 9/10 Equivalency Credits shown as 1 block of PLE credits

16 total credits , 14 compulsories



Step 2 cont’d:  Assessment 11/12

11/12 Equivalency

Up to 10* EQV credits
Grade 11 and 12 credits may be granted through:
•Transcripts from outside Ontario, and/or Validation of 
appropriate documentation of learning gained through other 
programs, courses, life and/or work experiences via the 
Senior or Grade 11/12 Equivalent Credit Application. 

*up to 13 EQV’s -  if a student has a degree or diploma from a Canadian 
Accredited Post Secondary Institution
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Pathway Planning Tool- Grade 11/12
Prior and Post
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Student # 1 - 11/12 Assessment
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Student # 1 - 11/12 Assessment
How many 11/12 EQV credits is Student #1 Eligible for???          
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PPT with SR credits earned prior to Mature 
status
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Resources for 11/12 Equivalency

•Sample SECA (Senior (11/12)Equivalent Credit Application)

•Careers and equivalent Credits 
pdf Version

•Bank of Careers - with major expectation tabs

● Course Codes for Emphasis courses in the Revised 
Curriculum: Technological Education, Grades 11 and 12 
(2009)/Codes des cours de
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https://oaacesba-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/amurphy_cesba_com/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B22075DFE-6259-4E05-9011-44FADB4FB731%7D&file=PLAR-Senior-Equivalent-Credit-Application.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/30B_BankofCareersSECA2016_nov2016.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ETEIfh28xJ6QvhH1o2600FjVhZg457jactxEDdc3zGM/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/techedemphasiscourses.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/techedemphasiscourses.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/techedemphasiscourses.pdf


Pathway Planning Tool



● Senior EQV credit application

Sample Student -  11/12 Credit application (SECA)

$1,672.88/$15.00=
111.53 hours of work



Pathway planning tool with 11/12 
EQV’s

GLN40X





Cumulative Tracking Record - 11/12



Transcript with PLAR for now..



Pathway plan including final 4

● 7 Sr Credits



Sample #2
● Is the Student Eligible? Total number of Credits prior to Mature Student Status
● How many 9/10 credits?
● How many 9/10 equivalent credits is the student eligible for? (up to 16)
● Which assessments are required?
● How many 11/12 credits were earned prior to mature student status?
● How many credits were earned post mature student status?
● How many 11/12 equivalent credits is the student eligible for? (up to 10)
● Final diploma requirements?



PPT completed for sample #2

*Sub for French



Student Sample for 11/12 EQV’s

How many 11/12 Equivalent credits is this student eligible for?



Sample Student Scenario

Submitted with Senior 11/12 EQV credit 

application(SECA):

Pay stub with 240 hours from Tim Horton’s - including 
description of duties as a front line cashier and shift supervisor

ROE for 200 hours - Summer Employment at Lowe’s as a 
customer service representative in the Garden Centre in 2020
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Sample Student - 11/12 Assessment

How many credits would you grant from 0 - 10 
for student number #1 based on the evidence 
provided?
Pay stub with 240 hours from Tim Horton’s - including description of duties as a front line cashier and shift 
supervisor

ROE for 200 hours - Summer Employment at Lowe’s as a customer service representative in the Garden Centre in 
2020

Using the resource “Bank of Careers” as a 
guide,  which credits would you assign as 
equivalents for student #1?
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Pathway Planning Tool 



Sample Student - 11/12 Assessment 
completed for now…
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The ministry will provide funding for :

One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at $129



Pathway Planning Tool - Final Four



Guiding Principles of mPLAR

• Respect for the knowledge and skills that mature 
students have acquired, in both formal and informal 
ways outside secondary school

• Maintaining a balance between high standards and 
equitable opportunities for mature students to 
achieve their goals

• Consistency of curriculum expectations, standards of 
achievement and the implementation process

• Quality and rigour of assessments
• Credit-granting integrity
• A balance of accountability and flexibility for mature 

students
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PLAR increases Student Success

• Reduces the amount of time required to 
obtain OSSD

• Makes the OSSD obtainable even to students 
with other commitments

• Recognizes and honours a student’s rich and 
varied experiences.
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Any Questions???
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