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Land Acknowledgement
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Welcome/Bienvenue
and Introductions
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PLAR 101
For New Assessors

Welcome,  Bienvenue
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https://cesba.com/plardays2024



Topics for Day 1

Overview of PPM 132 – Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

Steps in the Mature PLAR Process

Focus Today on:

Step 1: Intake- Eligibility

Step 2a/b/c: Assessment 
• 9/10 Equivalency (using student transcripts)
• 11/12 Equivalency (student scenarios and Pathway Planning)
• 11/12 Challenge 

• FAQ’s

Step 3:  Recording and Tracking

• PPM 132 vs PPM 129 5



Topics for Day 2

• Quick Recap of Day 1 – PLAR 101 Quickie Guide

• Step 3 Review…Recording 

• Step 4:  Reporting and Funding

• Mature Student Assessment vs mPLAR, Pathway Planning

• New to Ontario 

• The Benefits of Mature PLAR 

• Optional Networking and individual assessor support

6



PLAR Support Workers – CESBA PSW’s

Sam Peotto, Manager, Lakehead Education Centre

Natalie Poitras, Coordonnatrice La Clef CSCD des Grandes Rivières

Kate Primeau, Coordinator, Quinte Adult and Continuing Education

Karen Tobin, Online Learning Coordinator, Catholic DSB Eastern Ontario

Andrea Murphy, Guidance PLAR Credit Coordinator at CESBA

Maria Leonardo, Guidance Waterloo Catholic District School Board

7



Getting to know each other & Building Relationships

Table Talk

•Introduce yourself

•Your position within your board

•The months/years of experience with PLAR

•The thing you struggle with most when working 
with PLAR

•What you’re hoping to “get” from this two-day 
learning session
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Favourite Quote!
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition
PLAR for Mature Students

PPM 132- mPLAR
“A formal evaluation and credit granting 

process whereby students may obtain 
credits for prior learning.”

• Recognizing and valuing the knowledge and skills 
students acquire in formal and informal ways

• Goal: help mature students move forward faster, 
removing barriers

• Different from PPM 129 – PLAR for Adolescents
• Key goal in the Adult Education Strategy



● Adults upgrading for PSE or job promotion -
need OSSD

● Immigrant students with previous education 
and learning, need Ontario prerequisites, 
and OSSD
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Who Benefits from MPLAR?



And now…..          Table of Key Revisions updated 09/2023

● Secondary students who are at least 18 on or 
after January 1st of the current school year up 
(up to August 31) 

● Secondary students who are missing 
compulsory grade 9/10 credits and eligible for 
work life experience eqv credits

● Students who may have significant gaps - due 
to physical or mental health challenges

How can mPLAR help?



PLAR increases Student Success

• Reduces the amount of time required to 
obtain OSSD

• Makes the OSSD obtainable even to students 
with other commitments

• Recognizes and honours a student’s rich and 
varied experiences.
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17 soon to be 18 year old Learner Success Story 
Pathway:  College Program Business - Marketing, with an OSSD  

Before:
• PLAR eligible Student has 18 total credits, 12 grade 9/10 credits and 6 11/12 

credits

How: 
• Referral via Re Engagement to Night School in Feb 2023
• Completed 9/10 PLAR and 11/12 PLAR
• Completed 4 Sr Credits including ENG4C, and MBF3C (+Literacy requirement ,    

CSH met)

After:
• Completed all prerequisites for Business - Marketing program and received an 

OSSD by June 2023
• Started College program in September 2023
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Adult Learner Success Story- Certificate of Qualification
Pathway: completing an OSSD for Job Promotion

Before:
• Certificate of Qualification as an Electrician
• Needs an OSSD for Job promotion within the City

How: 
• Enrolled in adult day class 
• Received grade 9/10 PLAR and 11/12 PLAR for diploma from St. Lawrence College  

transcripts for a total of 30 EQV credits - completed OLC4O and community 
service hours

After:
• Completed OSSD
• Currently working for the City of Kingston
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Adult Learner Success Story- previous formal education
Pathway: Re-training for a New Career, OSSD, Nurse

Before:
• Degree in education, responsible for experiential learning program in former 

country
• Moved to Canada to be close to children attending post-secondary
• Couldn’t find work in her field; didn’t have Canadian experience
After:

• Completed all prerequisites for nursing program and OSSD
• Accepted into nursing program, and is successfully working on year 2 nursing 

diploma
How: 

• Enrolled in adult day class 
• Received grade 9/10 PLAR and 11/12 PLAR for out of country transcripts,

completed OLC4O and community service hours
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Key Revisions to the PPM 
Feb 2022 and September 2023

• New definition of a mature student
• Recognition of Canadian Post secondary 

credentials including Apprenticeship Certificates 
issued by Skills Trades Ontario for up to 30 credits

• Three of the final four are now prescribed
• Literacy requirement (course or test)
• CSH (0 – 40)
• Boards can customize forms found in Appendix 2
• No IEP required to schedule students into 

GLE30/40 programming for PLAR prep or support
17
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An Eligible student may earn up to 26 or 30 equivalent credits
• Up to 16 9/10 PLE (Prior Learning Equivalent) Credits (Through Written assessments)

• Up to 10 or 14* 11/12 Sr EQV Credits (Equivalency and Challenge application process)

The Final Diploma Requirements:
Final 4 Senior credits must always be earned

• Grade 11 English (max of 3 credits in ESL or ELD towards the 4 compulsory credits in English)

• Grade 12 English
• Grade 11 or Grade 12 Math
• Grade 11 or 12 Computer Studies, Science, Tech or Math (can be substituted)
Plus:  Literacy requirement (course or test) and 0-40 community service hours 
(Principal's discretion)

*up to 30 EQV’s (16 9/10, and *14 EQV’s) if a student has evidence of a completed Certificate of 
Apprenticeship and/or Certificate of Qualification issued by Skilled Trades Ontario and or a completed 
diploma or degree from an accredited Canadian Post Secondary Institution   
List of Accredited Canadian Post Secondary Institutions

PPM 132 – Mature PLAR



What if they have already completed: a Grade 11 English, a Grade  
12 English, a Grade 11 Math, and a Fourth Senior credit prior to PLAR 
eligibility??  Do they need to do any final credits?????

19

Student is eligible for up to 26 credits but..

They still need to complete 4 Senior Elective credits!!!!!



The m-PLAR-Process

1. Intake/Eligibility/Orientation
Determination of eligibility and # of Equivalent credits

2. Assessment
English, Math, Science, Cdn Geography/History (9/10)
Evaluation of credentials/documentation 
(11/12 Equivalency, 11/12 Challenge)

3. Recording and Tracking
Cumulative Tracking Record and Student Management System
Tracking student data

4. Reporting- OnSIS
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Step 1:  Who is eligible for PLAR?

Mature students who started grade 9 in 1999-2000 
(OSS) or later, and new students to Ontario secondary 
school system after Feb. 1, 2004

● At least 18 on or after January 01 of current school 
year up to and including August 31

● Registered in a credit course with the purpose of 
obtaining the OSSD

● And not on track to graduate in June

21



What does this mean???

● A student who turns 18, up to and including 
August 31, 2024,  of the current school 
year, fewer than 26 credits, “not on track 
to graduate”- is NOW PLAR ELIGIBLE 

● must be registered for the purpose of obtain an OSSD

● no break from school is required
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Eligibility Scenarios

DOB June 24, 2006, 12 credits, in credit course 23/24

DOB September 9, 2006, 10 credits, in credit course 23/24 
school year 

DOB February 28, 2006, 26 credits, in credit course 23/24 
school year

23

  PLAR eligible

☒ NOT PLAR now, may be eligible September 2024

☒ Not PLAR ELIGIBLE -  on track to graduate in June



• Register the student PLAR Intake Notification Form.doc

• Check Mature student/PLAR flag or calendar in your student 
management system (SMS)

• Add Zero PLE (9/10 Prior Learning Equivalent credits)
to SMS*

• Add student to school generated excel for tracking
PLAR Tracking Template

The Ministry of Education will provide funding for:

*One grade 9/10 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 0-16 credits at $131 24

Step 1: STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE!!!



Student is eligible!!!
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2006-02-07



0 PLE does not show on Transcript

26



Sample Tracking Form
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2006 02 077 SMITH



Eligibility
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• Intake

• School Generated List of students 
18/18+ August 31, 2024 Fewer than 
26 credits?

PPM 132 - Policies governing the equivalency process
The principal may grant, at their discretion, the Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC) 
to a mature student following an individual assessment, if the student, in the principal's 
judgement, has met the requirements for the OSSC, as specified in Ontario Schools regarding 
the Ontario Secondary School Certificate.



Eligibility at your site?

29

At your tables, take a minute to talk 
about how you are identifying or will 
identify PLAR eligible students this 
semester….



Student #2 has 17 credits
Eligibility and the Total number of 
Equivalent Credits

30

18 on or after January 01 of the current school year?
Registered in a credit course?
On Track to Graduate?
Total number of Equivalent Credits? 9



Step 2:  Assessment 9/10 and 
11/12 Equivalencies/Challenge

2(a)    9/10 Equivalency
Up to 16 PLE credits – Prior Learning Equivalents
Grade 9 and 10 eqv credits may be granted through:
•Transcripts from outside Ontario, and/or transcripts and ……
•Completion of individual assessments in:     

• English, 
• Math
• Science, 
• Canadian Geography and Canadian History

One grade 9/10 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 0-16 credits at $131
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9/10 Equivalency Assessments
Resources
Assessments on E-Community/eLearning Ontario
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Accessing Grade 9/10 Assessments 

 

1. Go to your board’s Virtual Learning Environment 
For example, Limestone District School Board is: https://ldsb.elearningontario.ca 
 

2. Log in using your personal board credentials. 
 

3. Once in, look for “My Courses”.  You may need to scroll down to locate the widget. 
 

4. Click on the “PLAR for Mature Students” link to open the course. 
 

5. To find the assessments, click on the menu item near the top called “Content”. 

 



9/10 Equivalency Assessments
Resources 
CESBA website

PLAR Video Series

Instructions for Accessing Assessments on E 
community

Pathway Planning Tool

9/10 Credit Tracking Summary
33



Assessment Tracking Summary 

34



How to support the prep of 9/10 assessments?

• LBS Instructor - Literacy Basic Skills Instructor

• Literacy Numeracy Instructor

• GLE30/40 - no IEP required

• GLS40/OSSLC

• Student success Teams, Learning Support 
Teacher

35



Take a few minutes to discuss 
how assessments are prepped 
and delivered at your site…….
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Sample Tracking Form
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https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Bank-PLE-CTR.xlsx



Pathway Planning Tool 
to organize the 
Assessment Process

Update  board tracking template

The Final Diploma Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11/12 Math

Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH



Pathway Planning Tool 
to organize the 
Assessment Process

How many Sr Equivalent 
Credits is our student 
eligible for??

Update  board tracking template

4

The Final Diploma Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11/12 Math

Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH

4
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Step 3: Recording

Ministry Cumulative Tracking Record
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Step 3: Recording
Modified Cumulative Tracking Record

1

1

1

1

P

P

2

2



Grad Summary with PLE’s
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Folder Student: 9/10 Assessment completed
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Grade 9/10 Equivalency Credits shown as 1 block of PLE credits

16 total credits , 14 compulsories



Review for Eligibility

Assess for Total number of EQV’s

Number of PLE’s (9/10) eligible

Which assessments if any to be completed 

Distribution of PLE’s

Number of 11/12 SR Equivalents eligible  
44

Group Work – Transcripts 1-9



# 10: Eligibility missed in 2018….

DOB September 22, 1990

45



ESL Level Courses 
and 9/10 PLAR Assessment

ESL credits are levels.. Not grades

THE ESL credits can be counted as part of the 9/10 or as 
previously earned 11/12 credits..

Consider the Student’s Academic pathway and use 
professional judgement to determine how the ESL 
courses land in your assessment process to benefit the 
student… 

46
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# 11:  DOB Feb 27, 1998

48
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The Final Diploma 
Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11/12 Math

Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH

Grade 11 English
Sr Math
1 Sr optional



FAQ’s 
Step 2 a:  9/10 process

50



Do coop credit, attached to grade 9 and 10 credits, count when doing a 
grade 9/10 Assessment for PLE’s?
YES!!!!!! DO NOT ATTACH COOP CREDITS TO GR 9 and 10

51



What if they have already completed: a Grade 11 and 12 English, a 
Grade 11 Math, and a Sr Science prior to PLAR eligibility?? Do They 
still need to complete 4 SR Credits?

52

Student is eligible for up to 26 credits but..

They still need to complete 4 Senior Elective credits!!!!!
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Dob September 8, 2006
Eligible???? 

Not until 
next school 
year, 
pathway 
plan for 
Senior 
credits 
where 
possible



Daniel Denomme
Education Officer

Enhancement Programming Unit

Skills Development & Apprenticeship Branch

Student Achievement Division 

Ministry of Education 
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LUNCH
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Step 2(b):  11/12 Equivalencies

11/12 Equivalency

Up to 10* EQV credits
Grade 11 and 12 credits may be granted through:
•Transcripts from outside Ontario, and/or 
•Validation of appropriate documentation of learning gained 
through other programs, courses, life and/or work 
experiences via the Senior Equivalent Credit Application. 
(SECA)SECA 

The ministry will provide funding for :
One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at $131
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Sr Equivalency Supporting  Documentation

• Transcripts from secondary schools, colleges, universities, 
Ministries of Education or training; 

• Reference Letters from Past or Current Employees, outlining 
knowledge and skills required to perform work related tasks as 
well as years/days/hours worked

• Certificates of qualifications for apprenticeship

• Certificates of participation such as Young Driver’s, Smart 
Serve, Heavy duty Equipment etc.,

• Appropriate documentation of learning that supports the 
equivalent experiences such as an affidavits
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PLAR Assessor/Guidance, determines whether there is a 
direct relationship between the documentation presented 
by the student and the curriculum expectations.

PLAR Assessor/Guidance, determines the total credit 
equivalency of the student’s previous learning and the 
number of compulsory and optional credits still to be 
earned.

Credits must represent the same  standards of achievement 
as credits granted to students who have taken the course.

58

11/12 Equivalency Process



Resources for 11/12 Equivalency

• SECA – Senior Equivalent Credit Application

• Bank of Careers and Experiences PDF

● Bank of Careers with Major Expectations TAB

• Course Codes for Emphasis courses in the Revised 
Curriculum: Technological Education, Grades 11 and 
12 (2009)/Codes des cours de
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PLAR-11/12 Equivalency Process example:
General Labourer – Construction

60

TCJ3E/4E – Construction

TWJ3E/4E – Custom Woodworking

TCC3E/4E – Carpentry

TCE3E/4E – Electrical/Network Cabling

TCH3E/4E – Heating/Cooling

TCM3E/4E – Masonry

TCP3E/4E – Plumbing

TCS3C/4C – Construction Management

https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/2009teched1112curr.pdf#page=18



Resources for 11/12 Equivalency 

• https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary
/nativelang1112curr.pdf

• https://cesba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/TheArts_EducationArtistiqu
e.pdf

• https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/course-
descriptions-and-prerequisites/appendix-b

• Evidence Sheets
61



Pathway Planning Tool 
to organize the 
Assessment Process

The Final Diploma Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11/12 Math

Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH

4

x



Student sample SECA application

Sample Student - 11/12 Credit application (SECA)
Eligible for 4 SR EQV’s

Third party 
documentation submitted 
with SECA -
T4 - $15.00/hour
Total Earnings 
$1672.88 



What we have…

• Signed SECA application – including job description 
and list of duties and responsibilities as a cashier and 
customer service representative.

• T4 verifying 111 hours' worth of experience

How would you identify this experience?

How many senior equivalent credits (including 
course codes) would you grant (0-4) based on 
the evidence provided?

Bank of Careers and Experiences PDF 



Transcript with PLAR for now..

The ministry will provide funding for :
One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at $131



Step 3: Recording

66

Ministry 11/12 Cumulative Tracking Record



The Final Diploma Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11 Math

Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH

Pathway Planning Tool 
to organize the Assessment 
Process

Final Diploma Requirements?
X

X

X

X

X



Final Diploma Requirements -
Workplace Destination

7 credits ……(4 Sr + 3 Elective)

Plus Literacy requirement (OLC or Test)

CSH previously completed



Advertising Marketing Communications 
Admission Requirements: Grade 12 C/U English, 
Grade 11 C/U Math

Does their pathway choice affect Assessments written, 
final diploma requirements and next steps…etc



Practical Nursing
Admission Requirements: Grade 12 C/U English, Grade 12 C/U Math, Grade 12 
Chemistry at the C or U level (or SCH3U)
Grade 11 or 12 Biology at the C or U level

Does their pathway choice affect Assessments written, 
final diploma requirements and next steps…etc



The Final Diploma Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11 Math

Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH

Sample # 2

X

X

20



Sample #2
Eligible for 4 Senior EQV’s

Artwork

I have been 
drawing for 2 years, 
self-taught, lost a 
friend and cousin 
so Art has kept me 
busy, I have also 
sold a few. View my 
Facebook page for 
examples 

Approx. 300 hours

Beadwork – sewing regalia, making moosehide 
in winter, making moccasins and mittens,

Student SECA Sample



Supporting Documentation 
Continued…

Outdoor Activities:

Ontario Works took us out to the bush twice a year  for a 2-week 
outdoor education experience.  Learning included moose 
hunting, cleaning fish, learning to make an emergency Shelter, 
starting meal fires, preparing small game, gathering berries, and 
other Natural resources, trapping and hunting, painting, drum 
group circle, canoeing.

Case worker wrote a letter verifying experience and total number of hours-
over 200+



What we have ………

● Beadwork and examples

● Artwork and examples including 300 hours

● Description of outdoor activities - along with 
a letter from Ontario works verifying 
experience 200+ hours



What can we grant??? 
Eligible for up to 4 Sr Equivalents.
How would you identify the 
experience(s)?

Discuss at your table how many senior 
equivalent credits including course 
code(s) would you grant (0-4) based on 
the evidence provided?

Bank of Careers and Experiences PDF

https://cesba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/TheArts_EducationArtistiq
ue.pdf

X for 
Compulsories

11/12 
Credits 
earned 
prior

xMEL3E

xENG3E

GLE30

BMX3E

GWL30

XTCJ3E



The Final Diploma Requirements

Grade 11 English

Grade 12 English

Grade 11 Math

*Grade 11 or 12 CS, Sc, Math

Lit

CSH

Pathway Planning Tool 
to organize the Assessment 
Process

X

X

X

X

X
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Final Diploma requirements:

1 Senior English 
3 Sr optional

for an OSSD Workplace destination

*Lit requirement and 
CSH previously completed 



Student B:  Certificate of Qualification, Electrician  
Academic Entry requirement Grade 10  = 16 PLE’s, 14 Compulsory

78

Transcript along with 



PPM 132 Revised September 2023

Students who present evidence of a completed degree or diploma
from an accredited Canadian Post-Secondary Institution (List of 
Accredited Canadian Post Secondary Institutions) and or present 
evidence of a completed Certificate of Apprenticeship and/or 
Certificate of Qualification issued by Skilled Trades Ontario
may qualify for an OSSD under OS

A certificate from a Canadian College or University is not eligible for 
this provision 

Students must submit a Senior Equivalent Credit Application along with 
their credentials to be assessed

Eligible Students can earn up to 14 equivalent credits via 11/12 
equivalency and challenge process combined
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Resources to support the granting of 11/12 
Equivalency for an Apprenticeship

Skills Trades Ontario (STO)is an agency of the Ministry of 
Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills 
Development ….responsible for apprenticeship and 
skilled trades certification in Ontario. It was 
established through the Building Opportunities in the 
Skilled Trades Act, 2021.
The Skilled trades Ontario website… is an excellent 
resource…

BOSTA Trades Chart
80



Sample of How a Principal May Grant Up to 30 Credits 
for Certificate of Apprenticeship or Equivalent 

81

Electrician - Construction and Maintenance (from STO)
(Compulsory, Certificate of Qualification Exam, Academic Entry Requirement –
Grade 10)

Plans, assembles, connects, installs, repairs, inspects, tests, verifies, and maintains 
electrical systems in various settings (i.e., residential, commercial, institutional, 
industrial).

 9000 (approximately five years), which consists of 8160 hours of on-the-job 
work experience and 840 hours of in-school training. (from BOSTA Chart)

 Three levels of theoretical training, which includes, but is not limited to, 
instruction in:  codes, legislation and regulations, blueprints, drawings and 
specifications, trade communication and documentation, electrical theory, wiring, 
motor starters and controls, transformers, generators, electronics, conductors 
and cables, installation methods, instrumentation and power distribution, fire 
alarm and building systems, high voltage systems, control systems, electrical 
equipment, maintenance, job planning, grounding and bonding, distribution 
equipment, protective devices
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English
English, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation (ENG3E)
English, Grade 12, Workplace Preparation (ENG4E)
Guidance and Career Education
Designing Your Future, Grade 11, Open (GWL3O) 
Advanced Learning Strategies: Skills for Success After Secondary School,
Grade 12, Open (GLS4O)
Navigating the Workplace, Grade 12, Open (GLN4O)
Mathematics
Mathematics for Work and Everyday Life, Workplace Preparation (MEL3E)
Mathematics for Work and Everyday Life, Workplace Preparation (MEL4E)
Science
Science, Grade 12, Workplace Preparation (SNC4E)
Technological Education – Construction Technology
Construction Technology, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation (TCJ3E)*
Construction Technology, Grade 12, Workplace Preparation (TCJ4E)*

(Emphasis Courses – Technological Education:  Construction Technology)
Construction Technology, Grade 11, Carpentry, Workplace Preparation (TCC3E)*
Construction Technology, Grade 11, Electrical/Network Cabling, Workplace Preparation 
(TCE3E)*
Construction Technology, Carpentry, Workplace Preparation (TCC4E)*
Construction Technology, Electrical/Network Cabling, Workplace Preparation (TCE4E)*

* Potential credit value of 1-3 credits per course

Potential Grade 11-12 Courses – up to 14 Sr Equivalents
Electrician – Construction and Maintenance

*https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/2009teched1112curr.pdf#page=18



Step 3:  Cumulative Tracking 
Grade 11/12 Equivalencies



Final Diploma Requirements….

OSSLC or Literacy Test

0- 40 CHS



FAQ re: Completed Cdn Post Secondary 

Do I register the student??

The student would need to be added to a board’s SMS 
to generate a new OST, grant the diploma and report 
it up to OnSIS. However, how that is done in a board’s 
SMS, may vary depending on the vendor. 

Granting 30 credits in your SMS may not be possible 
until the March OnSIS update.
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FAQ re Revision 2?

What if a student has trade certification from 
outside Ontario???

Skilled Trades Ontario’s Trade Equivalency Assessment is the first 
step towards obtaining a Certificate of Qualification for 
experienced workers who have not completed an Ontario 
apprenticeship ..but who have equivalent skills and experience. 
The Trade Equivalency Assessment determines whether the 
student can challenge the certifying exam for a trade. If 
successful in the exam, the student would pay a fee to be 
issued a Certificate of Qualification in that trade. The Trade 
Equivalency Assessment is only available in trades with 
certifying exams.
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The student presented a DSW 
diploma.  I don’t see Math as 

part of the program?? How can I 
grant the Math SR EQV???

87

FAQ #3



Group work/Table Discussion:

Review transcripts #1,2,3,4,5,7,8 and 9 and the 
11/12 scenarios and resources provided to:

Determine the number of Sr EQV credits to be 
granted along with the specific course codes

And the Final Diploma requirements for a 
Workplace Pathway Destination

88



FAQ’s 11/12 Equivalency Process

89



I am a Student Success PL at ……….,  xxxxxxx, has been a student 
with us and did a math assessment, scoring at the level of MCR3U. 
She also did an accounting degree previously back home. Can she 
be exempted from the senior math requirement for graduating 
with PLAR? She is very disappointed that she must take a course 
like MEL3E to graduate, when she has such a substantial math 
background and scored above MEL3E in her assessment. 

FAQ re granting a Senior EQV in Math

90



Another question. My Principal is talking about having an expectation of a 
number of grade 12 students from the board coming to us at the end of June with 
28 or 29 credits and looking to do mPLAR to graduate. These would be students 
that would be 18 before the end of August and would therefore have been eligible
for mPLAR as of Sept 6, 2023, but were not considered because they seemed on 
track to graduate on time.

Could we then complete mPLAR and grant the final credit, or two or three and 
have them graduate?

If nothing happens in June, but they come to us in September, could we still do it 
then?

FAQ re Secondary Students

91



O. Reg. 267/23: CALCULATION OF FEES FOR PUPILS FOR THE 2023-
2024 SCHOOL BOARD FISCAL YEAR.

Essentially – the minimum that can be 
charged is the true cost to the board to 
provide the service (which may be higher 
than EDU funding provided e.g. $131). 

There is no maximum fee. It can be 
whatever the other party and the board 
negotiate. 

Can we Charge International Students for PLAR?

92



FAQ

93

A student has a GED but now wants 
an OSSD. Help??



I now have my first student moving forward with gr. 
11/12 equivalencies. 
I was told by someone here that she cannot be granted 
more than 3 credits if she worked for the same business 
for an extended period of time. Is this correct???

94

Troubleshooting



FAQ re OSSLC as a grade 11 or 12 English

95

OLC3O and OLC4O are listed in the Course Descriptions and 
Prerequisite (2018) policy document:
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondar
y/descript/descri9e.pdf#page=53

And OS (2016) states the following:
The credit earned for successfully completing the OSSLC may 
also be used to meet the Grade 11 or the Grade 12 compulsory 
credit requirement in English or to meet the Group 1 
compulsory credit requirement for the Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma.



Step 2c:  Challenge Process

The student must provide reasonable evidence that 
they would likely be successful in the challenge 
process.
• Certificates and/or other records of accomplishment

Students cannot challenge:
• a course in any subject in which the student has a credit in                         

that subject in a higher grade;
• a course in which the student has already earned a credit (see  

PPM132)
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Step 2c:  Challenge Process

Students cannot challenge:

• a course for which there is significant overlap to a course 
already granted

• a transfer course
• a locally developed course
• a cooperative education course
• a course in ESL, ELD or APD, if the student has one or more 

credits in English from the curriculum for English Grade 9 – 12 
• The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course
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Step 2(c) Assessment cont’d: 
Grade 11/12 Challenge Process

• Mature students may challenge up to 10 
grade 11/12 credits…

• No more than 10 credits may be granted for 
Challenge and Equivalency combined.

*One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at 
$394

98



Can a student challenge the 
Grade 11 Math????

Yes….a student can challenge for up 
to 10 credits, equivalency and 
Challenge Combined!

Still need to complete 4 Sr Credits….
99

Challenge FAQ?



“All boards must develop and implement policies and procedures related to the equivalency and 
challenge processes that are consistent with this memorandum.”

Boards must also ensure that a clear statement is published in the school program and course 
calendars outlining when:

Mature students may undergo individual assessment for the purpose of obtaining Grade 9 and 10 
credits

they may also present education and training credentials and/or other appropriate documentation for 
assessment through the equivalency process for the purpose of obtaining Grade 11 and 12 credits
And/or challenge for their prior learning to be evaluated and assessed for the purpose of granting 
credit for Grade 11 and 12 courses, including what opportunities for challenge are available at schools 
under the jurisdiction of the board or through partnership with another school board

Boards will determine the time frame for the completion of the four individual assessments for the 
specific Grade 9 and 10 courses required by students and of the challenge and equivalency processes 
for the specific Grade 11 and 12 courses required by students.
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Policy Document – PPM 132



Day 2

https://cesba.com/plardays2024
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Topics for Day 2
• Quick Recap of Day 1 

• PPM 132 vs 129

• Step 3:  Recording/Tracking - review

• Step 4:  Reporting and Funding

• Mature Student Assessment vs Mature PLAR

• New to Ontario – Out of Province/Out of Country

• The Benefits of Mature PLAR 102
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An Eligible student may earn up to 26 or 30 equivalent credits
• Up to 16 9/10 PLE (Prior Learning Equivalent) Credits (Through Written assessments)

• Up to 10 or 14* 11/12 Sr EQV Credits (Equivalency and Challenge application process

The Final Diploma Requirements:
Final 4 Senior credits must always be earned

• Grade 11 English (max of 3 credits in ESL or ELD towards the 4 compulsory credits in English)

• Grade 12 English
• Grade 11 or Grade 12 Math
• Grade 11 or 12 Computer Studies, Science, Tech or Math (can be substituted)
Plus:  Literacy requirement (course or test) and 0-40 community service hours 
(Principal's discretion)

*up to 30 EQV’s (16 9/10, and *14 EQV’s) if a student has evidence of a completed Certificate of 
Apprenticeship and/or Certificate of Qualification issued by Skilled Trades Ontario and or a completed 
diploma or degree from an accredited Canadian Post Secondary Institution   
List of Accredited Canadian Post Secondary Institutions

PPM 132 – Mature PLAR



GR 9/10 Equivalency Process

Grade 9/10 Assessment
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PLAR Quick Guide

Sample Intake Form

PLAR Facts Sheet
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PPM132 (mPLAR)

PPM132

PPM129

PPM129

PLAR policy-

18 on or after Jan 1st of current 
school year

Under 18, coming from outside the 
Ontario public education system

Eligibility

Up to 16 gr 9/10
Up to 10 gr 11/12
(based on work and life 
experiences)

Based on OS p. 97
Ontario Schools (OS) K-12

(used for placement purposes)

Number of Credits granted

PLE1N1 - up to 16 gr 9/10 credits

Individual course codes for each gr 
11/12 course
(EQV used in mark/grade column)

One chunk of credits granted:
Note: The code used is Board 
specific and SMS specific. 
(LDSB for examples uses 2 
codes):
PLE1NQ -grade 9/10
PLE3NQ -grade 11/12

Course codes

Previous transcripts, evidence 
sheets,
Work and life experience 
documentation included with Sr 
Equivalent Credit application

Previous learning from 
homeschooling, non-inspected 
private schools, and schools 
outside of Ontario *principal’s 
evaluation of students previous 
learning

Documentation

Student goals
ONsis funding per assessment

Student goals
No ONsis funding

Considerations

PLAR Possibilities for current high school students:
PPM129 vs PPM132



PPM 132 vs PPM 129

PPM 132 for Mature students - 3 parts
1. Grade 9/10 assessments (up to 16 credits), no course codes
2. Grade 11/12 equivalencies (up to 10 credits) course codes –no 

marks
3. Grade 11/12 challenges (up to 10 total equivalencies + 

challenges) course codes + marks

PPM 129 for regular high school students - 2 parts
Based on out of province transcripts or homeschooling, given 
as 1 chunk of credits, (PLE1N, PLE3N) no marks, can be granted 
more than once as student may leave and come back again
*Up to 4 challenge credits for 11/12
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PPM 132 vs PPM 129

108

17 year old, turning 18 April 24, 2024 student with zero 
credits from homeschooling….

PPM 132

15 year old arriving from out of province….

PPM 129



Step 3: Recording and Tracking

• Track PLAR data
• Maintain Cumulative Tracking Records in 

OSR and/or Student PLAR File
• Enter information into SMS - OST
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Record Keeping - 9/10 Equivalency Credits

Results of mature student’s 
individual assessments are 
recorded on the Cumulative 
Tracking Record form  as a Pass or 
Fail and included in the student’s 
OSR. The Ministry form should be 
treated the same as a transcript.

110

Cumulative Tracking For Grade 9 and 10 Credits



Record Keeping 11/12 Equivalency Credits

Results of a mature 
student’s individual 
assessment are 
recorded on the 
Cumulative Tracking 
Record form and 
maintained in the 
student’s OSR.
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Cumulative tracking record - 11/12 EQV's



Sample Tracking Form
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44



PLAR for Mature Students Funding

9/10 Assessments   X =

11/12 Assessments  X                     =

11/12 Challenges      X                     = 

STEP 4:  Reporting and Funding

$131.00

$394.00

1

1 $131.00 $131.00

0

$131.00

$262.00



PLAR for Mature Students Funding

9/10 Assessments   X =

11/12 Assessments  X                     =

11/12 Challenges      X                     = 

GUIDANCE SUPPORT

131.00

$394.00

400

200 $131.00 $26,200

0

$52,400

78,600



Mature/PLAR status/Calendar must be checked
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Along with…

O – 16 PLE entered
The Ministry of Education will provide funding for:
*One grade 9/10 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 0-16 credits at $131

And or

1- 10 Sr EQV entered 
The Ministry of Education will provide funding for:
*One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at $131

And or
1- 10 Sr Challenge entered
*One grade 11/12 assessment/mature student/fiscal year 1-10 credits at $394

To obtain funding



Step 4:  Reporting:  Funding and ONSIS

What to reconcile:
• That the transcript that is generated, is correct 

• That the OnSIS reports:  
1.VFSCH-0004ES Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition Summary

2. VFSCH-0004ED PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT AND RECOGNITION DETAIL

match your “PLAR data”
Which includes, student management system data and your board tracking data
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The Ministry of Education mandated PLAR for 
mature students as of February 1, 2004.  

Prior to that Equivalent credit allowances were 
granted to students under:  

HSI (SSGD prior to 1984), and 
OSIS (OSSD 1984-June 1999)

118

Mature Assessment  vs PLAR



Mature Assessment Credits are granted with 
the following codes:

QMA –Maturity credits - 2 /yr after the age of 18 (max of 12)

QSE – Out of province

QAP – Apprenticeship – 2 QAP credits/completed apprenticeship session

QEE – Equivalent education

All in, not to exceed a total of:
26 credits for OSSD 1989 
23 for SSGD of HS1 Diploma

Final four Senior credits need to be earned…not prescribed…..
No Literacy requirement, NO CSH
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Unlike PLAR……Maturity credits are 
granted upon the successful 
completion of the final four senior 
credits

the Q codes should be the last 
entry on a transcript…..

120

Mature Assessment  vs PLAR



Is the student a Mature 
Student?

Yes No

Attended HS in 
Ontario 

Attended HS 
outside of 

Ontario

When?

Pre-September 
1999 (HS1/OSIS)

1999 or later
OSS

PLAR

Mature 
Student 

Assessment
PLAR PLAR

or

Determining Which Equivalency Pathway 
to Use….



Mature Student Assessment vs MPLAR

Maturity Credits vs PLAR
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Mature Assessment  vs PLAR
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Mature Student Assessment vs MPLAR

 Mature Student assessment
 5 Maturity credits – QMA
 26 credits – 16 compulsories

Student has 21 Credits
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Mature Student Assessment vs MPLAR

Mature Student Assessment
 12 Maturity Credits
 25 credits 16 compulsory
 5 credits to obtain OSSD

MPLAR 
 10 PLE via 9/10 Assessments
 4 Sr Eqv credits
 3 Sr credit to include: 1 Sr English (OSSLC), + 

CSH
 Sr Math already completed as a mature student
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Mature Student Assessment vs MPLAR

Work experience includes:

• Working as a health care aide for 10 years-
T4 and ROE provided verifying over 1000 
hours of work

• Parent
• Home Owner

Discuss best equivalency pathway plan and 
next steps

Student has 5 Credits…..



BREAK

128



New to Ontario…?

129



130https://cesba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/36E-Out-of-Province-Credit-Equivalency-Resource-Package.pdf



Alberta Transcript

131

Junior High 7 – 9
Senior High 10 – 121 credit = 25 

hours
Alberta

https://cesba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/36E-
Out-of-Province-Credit-
Equivalency-Resource-
Package.pdf



Quebec Transcript

132

Adults
Under Code, look for 
fourth digit, this 
represents the year in 
Secondary school.
Second year = Grade 9
Third year = Grade 10
Fourth Year = Grade 11
Fifth Year = Grade 12
Example:
544412 Fourth year or 
Grade 11 in Ontario
Note:  Passing mark is 
50% before 1984 and 
60% from 1984 on.

Secondary Students

Secondary 1 = Grade 7
Secondary 2 = Grade 8
Secondary 3 = Grade 9
Secondary 4 = Grade 10
Secondary 5 = Grade 11
CEGEP 1 = Grade 12

(See Quebec Guide and 
Flow Chart for more 
detailed information)

Under UN/CR 
(Unites/Credits), the following 
conversion is made based on 
1 unit in Quebec being worth 
approx. 25 hrs 

1 QC unit = .25 ON Credit
2 -3 QC unit = .50 ON Credit
4-6 QC unit = 1.0 ON Credit
*English, Math = 6 units 
required/Credit
*Science, French = 4 units 
required/Credit

**1, 2, 3 or 4 units = 1 credit  
for elective courses eg., 
Drama

Quebec

*For OSSD 

For DESO: 
French= 6 units 
English= 4 units

http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/en/students/report-cards-transcripts-diplomas/achievement-record/



Quebec Transcript
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Quebec Transcript

http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/en/students/report-cards-transcripts-diplomas/achievement-record/



Quebec Transcript Answer….
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Biology 4 units = 1 Ontario Credit

Computer 1 unit = 1 Ontario Credit 

Grade 11 English 6 units = 1 Credit

Grade 12 English 6 units = 1 Credit

History 2 Units = 1 Credit



Out of Province

• CESBA Website – PLAR page

• New to Ontario - Provincial Comparison

•CMEC Transfer Guide (2009)

• Canada Eschool

•Ontario Quebec Equivalencies

•QUICKIE GUIDE to out of Province
135



Resources for Out of Country

•Google Translate!!! With Camera is your new 
Best Friend

•Google search for education systems…

•International Credit Assessment Resource 
Package (2007)

•ICAS (International Credential Assessment 
Service) – *if looking for Canadian Equivalent official documentation

•and  WES (World Education Services)
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Syrian Transcript
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The Big Picture
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Next Steps

• Log into PLAR E-community to review tasks and 
Assessments

• Review CESBA website, PLAR page for Resources and 
PPM 132

• Andrea Murphy’s email – amurphy@cesba.com

• Do PLAR 101 and 102 for review  on elearning.cesba.com

• Complete Participant Survey
139



Guiding Principles

• Respect for the knowledge and skills that mature 
students have acquired, in both formal and informal 
ways outside secondary school

• Maintaining a balance between high standards and 
equitable opportunities for mature student to 
achieve their goals

• Credit-granting integrity

• A balance of accountability and flexibility for 
mature students
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QUALITIES OF HIGH FUNCTIONING 
PLAR FOR MATURE STUDENTS PROGRAM

1. PLAR Process from intake to completion is smooth, streamlined and open to continuous 
improvement.

2. All  PLAR eligible learners are reached through internal promotion and promotion in the 
community.

3. All students assessed for eligibility and suitability for PLAR for Mature Students at intake 
and advised favourably.

4. Consistent and accurate PLAR assessments are carried out by competent, 
knowledgeable and qualified PLAR Assessors.

5. Timely opportunities for learners to write grade 9/10 assessments with an opportunity 
for prep support if needed.

6. Senior Equivalency Credit Assessment Process is timely and supported.

7. Regular communication with the learner and coordinated tracking to keep process 
moving towards graduation.

8. Consistent, accurate and timely tracking and reporting for student benefit and board 
captures all eligible funding.

141



LUNCH

After Lunch:

Networking, Time to work on your own 
Assessments with Support
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